
Thursday 12th September 

We had two rather uneventful flights in order to get to Japan, it turns out it was 

the first time for a couple of students. Once in the country we met with two 

teachers from Oberlin, they guided us to our hotel and after storing our bags 

we quickly went and got both dinner and breakfast at the convenience store 

across the road. I got some onigiri -I found out too late that there is a proper 

way to open them and it took me forever! I also had some delicious sushi and 

melon bread, after having half I went to sleep. 

 

Friday 13th September 

At breakfast one of my friends had some nato sushi 

which he didn’t like, and then I was the only one brave 

enough to continue eating and had 2! Once at 

Disneyland, we got into line; despite only having been 

open for about half an hour, we had to wait in line for 

at least 15 minutes before we got our passes. We 

then took a group photo with the castle in the 

background before making our way quickly to 

Thunder Mountain which turned into about a 30-45 

minute wait -  and people were so nice to us! After 

Thunder Mountain, we went and got fast passes for 

Space Mountain and with at least an hour wait to use 

the fast passes we went to Splash Mountain. After a 

few minutes we started talking to the group directly in 

front of us, they spoke English pretty well, we talked 

about many different things, we showed them the surf 

at Warrnambool and I showed them a cockatoo and the video I have of a 

friend petting a wild koala. We went and used our fast passes and what I 

didn’t realise was that fast passes don’t get you all the way to the front, it lets 

you skip a fair bit of the line but we still had to wait about 20-30 minutes. 

Space Mountain was so scary; imagine a dark room with small gold lights that 

look like stars then going fast around thinking all the time you’re going to 

smash into the wall because you can’t see the track, the girls were screaming 

most of the time and I yelled out quite a few times - it was definitely my 

favourite event at Disney. We went to the Star Wars tour which was like a 

group roller coaster but you were all looking at a screen for visuals, it was 

quite good but a little disorientating. When nearing the time to head back to 

the entrance we went to the entrance area and split into two groups, my friend 

and I went into the emporium and somehow we were the first ones back which 

really surprised our teachers! After the bus ride, we got to Oberlin, I met my 



host family Takemasa and his mother, they were both really friendly and 

helped me to feel less shy - on the car ride home they asked me lots of 

questions! Once at his place he took me to his room and showed me my bed 

and then we had dinner. We had oden and I tried octopus for the first time, I 

quite liked it; it was like a suction cup or something on a stick. While eating 

Takemasa asked me what time I usually go to bed so I said in between 9-10 

which he was really surprised, he said he usually goes to bed at 2 although he 

fell asleep on top of his bed at 8:30. The bath was quite nice although sitting 

on a stool to clean yourself seemed quite strange! 

 

Saturday 14th September 

When I got to the table for breakfast I saw that they had put out the vegemite! 

During breakfast, Takemasa tried some but he put it on a piece of bread then 

added lettuce and ham so I knew that I had to do something - I got the 

spreading spoon and a piece of bread and I put vegemite on a piece of bread 

and ate it, he was surprised but I think he got it! We walked to the station, got 

a train card and caught two trains to get to Oberlin’s bus stop and after a quick 

bus ride, we got to school - in total it took over an hour! Once at school, our 

host buddies went to their classes and we went to the reception room. The 

Principal, the language exchange teacher and another teacher who has lived 

in Japan for 20+ years walked in and they introduced themselves. After a brief 

introduction, we were shown around the school, we saw where each middle 

school year level resides, the middle school teachers area and their hall. Once 

our free period was over we went to our homerooms to introduce ourselves. 

After sitting through the end of day homeroom we went outside to play 

basketball & footy for 2 hours. After getting home, we had dinner and then 

went to Takemasa’s cousins next door and played cards for about 2 hours. 

 

Sunday 15th September 

As it was a public holiday we decided to go to 

Kamakura for the day, one the way we played 

shiritori and cards which was fun. Once at 

Kamakura we went and saw the Giant Buddha, it 

was already a warm day but once inside the 

Buddha it was even warmer and more humid. We 

got to learn about how it was built and how it has 

been maintained throughout time. We then made 

our way to Tsurugaoka-hachimangu Shrine where 

we took some photos before heading back to 

Oberlin. 



 

Monday 16th January 

As it was a Sunday there was no school so we 

had a late breakfast at a sushi train where they 

order some mochi for me to try which I had been 

secretly hoping to eat at some point on the trip but 

unfortunately I didn’t like it. After the late 

breakfast, they asked if I wanted to see the new 

One Piece movie: One Piece Stampede, I took 

them up on their offer. Despite there being no 

subtitles I understood a majority of the movie 

much to my delight! At night we went to supposedly famous hot springs, it was 

quite weird, you know, lots of casual nudity is rare in Australia but overall it 

was nice, Takemasa took me to the various hot springs and into the sauna 

which was nice for 10 minutes and then a little painful for 5 minutes but it was 

overall just amazing. 

 

Tuesday 17th January 

I went to school, as usual, went to the reception room and introduced 

ourselves in front of the entire middle school which went well. I then had a 

class with Takemasa but we did nothing as we couldn’t read the biology 

questions we just wrote down the answers the teacher put up on the board. 

Next, we had a special class just for the Australian students, music, using 

bells we played “It’s a small world”. We managed 1 play through before the 

class ended. We then had a cooking lesson in which we made yakisoba, I 

cooked with Maggie, Monique and Max, it was great and so quick to make. 

After all the classes for the day we went back to the reception room where we 

met a club that showed us a bunch of Japanese games, I learnt 3 cat cradles. 

After dinner we did some handheld fireworks, basically, sparklers that you 

hold upside down and you see whose lasts the longest. When we ran out of 

those they handed me a dragon firework and told me to light it and then all 

moved at least 2 metres away, it was pretty amazing, it was like a flare at the 

beginning but then shot sparks at the end. After that we played smash 

together with the cousins. 

 

Wednesday 18th January 

School was as normal, we introduced ourselves to the senior school then we 

had woodwork together where we made our own chopsticks and a paper 

chopstick holder. After another class and lunch, we had calligraphy where we 

practised writing kanji before writing a kanji on hardboard to take with us. I 



also took one of the kanji I had drawn earlier on paper, the one I did one the 

hardboard meant ‘patience’. After another class and homeroom, we meet with 

another club and did origami which after about an hour became paper planes 

and chatting. After school Tanner, Chloe, Josh, Ross, our buddies and I 

decided to go to shabu-shabu for dinner. We met Martina, Jackson, Balun and 

their buddies about to enter a kushiyaki type place, they said that they had 

tried to go to shabu-shabu themselves but the place was booked out and that 

if we wanted they could add us to their order and then we’d be able to join 

them, we accepted and had a great night. We all tried white soda which we 

decided that it tasted like weak cough medicine and that we liked it! Overall, it 

was an amazing meal and I’d love to go back to a similar place. 

 

Thursday 19th September 

After a class with our host student we had kendo and science, we learnt a few 

basic things about kendo and I got to wear the professional armour of a 

hachidan, the highest rank of kendo. During science, we popped balloons by 

squeezing orange peels and the juice melting the plastic. After science and a 

regular class followed by lunch, we had double culture festival preparation. 

After school Takemasa had club but I left with Harrison and his buddy, Taiichi 

to go to Animate; I was really looking forward to the store, and I spent most of 

my spending money here! 

 

Friday 20th September 

We did a bunch of sightseeing, we saw Hachiko dressed up in his rugby  

jersey, after which we 

went to Shibuya Sky and saw an absolutely mindblowing view, 

it was truly enrapturing. We spent the entire day going to various sights such 

as Meiji Shrine and Harajuku. 

 

 



Saturday 21st September 

Saturday came too soon as now it was time to leave, in the 

morning I was presented with a One Piece book, a towel 

from Takemasa’s father’s workplace and a stamp for my 

name, they asked for my details so that if they come to 

Australia we can meet up, it was a lovely morning. We left 

Oberlin and went to Kyoto by Shinkansen. We had lunch in 

this really long alley that had many different little shops and 

on the way to this alley we saw a Pokemon store but we 

didn’t get to stop by. After lunch, we went to Kiyomizudera 

and saw some amazing architecture and someone else 

noticed that this area was actually in Sekiro - a famous 

Japanese video game! We then visited a secluded street 

that was full of old-style buildings after which we went to dinner in Gion at 

which some of the boys ate a little too much at the shabu shabu! 

 

Sunday 22nd September 

We went to Kinkakuji & Nara.  The golden temple was 

amazing and Nara was something to behold. There were deer 

everywhere, many of us got a little surprised by the boldness 

of the deer. One deer bit my new shirt which amused me as 

the shirt was of a reindeer! We went into a massive temple 

area and saw three giant Buddhas and a massive shoe. We all 

tried to climb through this symbolic opening in a beam and a 

few of us were able to make it through, although with some 

difficulty. On the way to a bus stop, we saw a deer in between 

two shrine stones and everyone was taking photos as it was 

quite captivating. 

 



Monday 23rd September 

We went to Fushimi Inari Tashi Shrine which had many 

Torii, old and new, painted and bare wood. We walked 

through them for a fair time until someone said that we’d 

better start heading back. I noticed a path just 20 metres 

up that went to the left which I took instead of heading 

back with the others and was able to see some unique 

shrines that I didn’t see on the first half as well as some 

kitties, they were so adorable. Our next stop was a 

bamboo forest  (Arashiyama) which was a little eerie but 

quite a lovely stroll. We then went to Arashiyama 

Monkey Park Iwatayama; the average time to get the 

top is about 15-20 mins but we made it a race between 

some of us! It was well worth it to see the delightful 

monkeys, they were so playful and just adorable, 

playing with one another, picking bugs out of one 

another and just lounging about. We had dinner at a sushi train place and 

while Tanner tried he was unable to beat the record for most sushi eaten. We 

went to karaoke and I wish we could’ve done karaoke for much longer, at the 

beginning no one wanted to sing so sang with some of the others. We sang 

songs which included Wannabe by Spice Girls, Shut Up And Dance by Walk 

The Moon and Ice Ice Baby by Vanilla Ice! 

 

Tuesday 24th September 

We went to Hiroshima and it was sombre, to say the 

least, we saw the Genbaku Dome and went to the 

museum and took in as much as we could, some cried, 

others just went blank with deep thoughts. Afterwards, 

we went to Miyajima where I not only was able to 

purchase a headband but try shaved ice which was way 

better than I anticipated. For dinner, we went to an 

Okonomiyaki place and on the way back to the hotel we 

stopped by a convenience store to pick up more snacks! 

 

Wednesday 25th September 

We travelled to Hakone and saw this amazing pirate 

ship that played Pirates Of The Caribbean music which turned out to actually 

be the ship we were catching to get to the cable cars. Once on the cable cars, 

it was noticed that some were rather nervous and were feeling a little 

vulnerable! Once off the cable cars, we went to our accommodation for the 



night which was a traditional Japanese inn, we stayed in tatami rooms and 

there were public washrooms with hot springs which I was really excited to 

use even though I’d already been in one before, I had a shower and bath 

before dinner. Dinner was amazing with lots of things that we hadn’t tried, I ate 

nearly everything, although for the tofu which was unlike anything I had tried 

before! After dinner a bunch of the boys agreed to get up early to use the hot 

springs for a morning get together. 

 

Thursday 26th September 

Our alarm woke us up quite early and even though the hot 

spring was too hot to get in, Max made the mistake of putting 

his whole foot in! Unfortunately, it turned out that we had 

missed the sun rising by about 10 minutes. After another 

traditional meal, we started our journey to the airport via the 

cable cars and a few trains to Shibuya. This was the last free 

time in Japan for our trip. Harrison and I 

immediately headed for Mandrake and the 

stores above it and spent a majority of the last of 

our free time there before grabbing a quick lunch 

and catching our last train to the airport. I feel so 

fortunate to have had such an amazing 

experience that has inspired me to continue 

learning Japanese and to want to return again to 

Japan again in the future - and of course 

continue watching anime! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


