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Locally crafted Tsumami Zaiku: 
Sanae Floral Craft offering 20% 

off! 

  

Tsumami Zaiku is a traditional Japanese craft 
made from small, square-cut pieces of 
“Chirimen” (Japanese silk crepe) that is pinched 
and folded with tweezers. Its origin dates back to 
the Edo period and it is still used for 
accessories, such as hair pins. 

Artist Sanae was trained in the traditional craft of 
Tsumami Zaiku by her Grandmother. Now based 
in Canberra, Sanae creates many beautiful 
items such as earrings, brooches and hair 
accessories. More information can be found at 
Sanae Floral Craft 

New, finely crafted designs are being created 
and added weekly - Sanae can also create items 
made-to-order.  Please look over Sanae's 
selection of high-quality items - and insert the 

discount code AJSV20 upon checkout for 20% 

off your entire order. Currently, there is also free 
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postage on all orders within Australia. (This 
discount and free postage offer only valid within 
Australia) 

Offer valid until the 30th of September 2021. 
 

 

  

  

Spring Konshinkai  

Thanks to everyone who attended the online Spring Konshinkai, it was great to see both new and familiar 
faces. Rotating through the rooms it was great to see people coming together, sharing some light hearted 
banter and talking about all things topical. 

While the Olympics quiz was fiercely contested it was a tonne of fun and in the end Timmy Tam prevailed 
for his second win this year. Look out for the next Konshikai in early October and we look forward to 
seeing you there. 

For those with a trivia itch: 

Question: What was Melbourne’s original name? (answer below) 

. 

. 

. 

Answer: Batmania 

 

eCommerce in Japan program  

  

Join a comprehensive online eCommerce training program, designed to support and equip Victorian 
exporters to reach online shoppers and navigate Japanese eCommerce platforms. 



The eCommerce in Japan program will assist you to operate effectively on Japanese eCommerce 
platforms, building critical knowledge and skills to facilitate export outcomes. 

 Enhance your understanding of Japanese business capabilities, building critical knowledge and 
skills to facilitate export outcomes. 

 Broaden your existing market entry strategy for Japan and develop and refine your focus on 
eCommerce. 

 Access new opportunities in one of the world’s largest eCommerce markets 
 Gain the latest insights and trends on consumer preferences and the Japanese business 

environment. 

This program is developed and delivered by Asialink Business in partnership with the Victorian 
Government through Global Victoria. 

Program Dates: Thursday 7 October 2021 – Thursday 28 October 2021 

Registrations close: Wednesday 6 October 2021 

To find out more about the program, please click here. 

Register  

 

 

Japan Update 2021 

  

The Australia Japan Research Centre and ANU Japan Institute are proud to host the virtual 2021 annual 
Japan Update conference on Wednesday 8 September, between 10:00am - 3:30pm AEST (9:00am - 
2:30pm JST) 

Bringing together experts from Australia, Japan and the region, the Update will focus on the impact of 
COVID-19 on Japanese society and prospects for recovery, governance challenges and science, 
defence and technology issues. 

This year’s speakers include: 

 Professor Sawada Yasuyuki, Chief Economist at the Asian Development Bank 
 Dr Yuki Tatsumi, Director of the Japan Program at the Stimson Center 
 Professor Keiichiro Kobayashi, Research Director at The Tokyo Foundation for Policy Research 

Register  
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1. Tokyo 2020 Paralympics  

Have you enjoyed watching Tokyo 2020 
Olympics? 

The Paralympics is still on until this Sunday. The 
Paralympics is an international sporting event for 
athletes with disabilities. Over 4,400 athletes 
from 160 nations have been competing in Tokyo 
since August 24. The closing ceremony of the 
Paralympics will take place on this Sunday, 
September 5 at 9 pm AEST.  

Did you know that you can tell the Paralympic 
medals apart just by touching them? Just like the 
medals presented at the Olympics, the 
Paralympic medals are also made from recycled 
metal sourced from electronics such as mobile 
phones. However, what makes the Paralympic 
medals so special are the indentations that have 
been included on the medals to help the visually 
impaired distinguish them from each other. The 
gold medal will have one indentation, two for 
silver and three for bronze. Each medal will also 
feature braille letters spelling out 'Tokyo 2020'.  

The Paralympics have a much longer history 
than many people realise, and Japan is a key 
part of it. Some interesting and surprising trivia 
about the Tokyo Paralympics – and Japan’s 
participation in the Games are on Time Out 
Tokyo article.  

Learn More  

 

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

2. Share Your Japan Competition  

To celebrate the launch of Japanaroo 2021, 
JNTO  (Japan National Tourism Organization) 
has invited you to ‘Share Your Japan’ on 
Facebook & Instagram for your chance to win 
from a prize pool valued at more than $3,600! 

Upload an original visual example of Japan; this 
can be anything from or inspired by Japan, like a 
photo you took on a previous holiday, a video or 

https://ajsvictoria.org.au/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=plVaxEtMWOOunsy4W7KcoWmTOsetpDuvO0%2bo1ZRvZh4mmVghSIoX3CBw9q8p4R2vojlWKPSp0GVLGVz3ETHhVra6wtIgmvKIu5BeFfhjepE%3d
https://ajsvictoria.org.au/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=Ij%2bW66db%2fotZABn32djNMdGYrmIlN4ifWSCsTKO7xjuT7oTHVXsYmmLt373Xj0IPBx9hDhw%2fnGAc5fkqMzc%2bqbSEU6dGk2r1NBog7cvEP78%3d


artwork you made. There are 3 categories to 
enter: Nature, Cuisine and Tradition. 

Haven't been to Japan before? Share something 
that reminds you of Japan from everyday life, 
like a photo of a Japanese dish you made, or 
some crafts. The more original and creative, the 
better! 

Entry period closing at 5pm (AEST) 20 
September 2021 

Learn More  

 

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

3. Nine delicious ways to use miso 
in your cooking  

if you like miso flavour, there are many other 
ways to use it from creamy scrambled eggs and 
miso caramel to brownies and salads! 

Typically made from fermented soybeans and 
koji rice, miso is an incredibly versatile 
ingredient. The two main kinds are white and 
red: white miso is slightly sweeter and creamier 
while red miso is more salty and intense. Packed 
with umami flavour, miso can supercharge both 
savoury and sweet dishes. According to Time 
Out Tokyo article, you can try some of creative 
ways to use miso that go way beyond soup.  

Learn More  
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4. Drainspotters 

The manhole covers of Japan make for a unique 
canvas: the art engraved on each of the 
hundreds of varieties tells the tale of a different 
town or region of the country, and the rich 
culture and history held within. On NHK World 
on demand, you can join "drainspotting", 
pursuing the stories from Green Tea, Ninja to 
Nishiki goi (carp depicted on this distinctive art 
form.  

Learn More  

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

   

 

5. Kimono Project- every nation at 
the Tokyo 2020 Olympics 

In 2017, a Japanese international outreach 
organisation called Imagine Oneworld launched 
the Kimono Project. It aimed to create a kimono 
for every country in the world, which would also 
reflect the nation’s culture, history, or 
architectural beauty. Japan had planned to use 
the kimonos for the Tokyo Olympics but could 
not push through with it due to the limitations 
brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
However, the project was indeed completed, and 
now there are over 200 custom-made kimonos 
to admire for every country. 

All of these kimonos are undoubtedly jaw-
dropping and so intricately designed that it took 
four years to complete the set of over 200 
kimonos per country.  If you want to see the full 
collection, check out Kimono Project’s website! 

Learn More  
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September in INREKI:"Nagatsuki"  

  

Traditional Japanese name for this month in INREKI 

Japan is said to have drawn up its first calendar in 604, based on techniques developed in China and 
brought to its islands via the Korean Peninsula. Over the subsequent centuries, seasonal events and 
observances have filled out the traditional record of the year. Months in the former lunar calendar started 
when it was a new moon, while a full moon marked their midway point. The old Japanese calendar based 

on lunar cycle was called the 旧暦  kyūreki or 陰暦 inreki. Although Japan adopted the standard 

Gregorian calendar in 1873, many aspects of its former calendar are still in use today. Interestingly, the 
names given to each month have significant meaning associated with the characteristic of that particular 
month. What is the INREKI name in September? 

September: Nagatsuki 長月 

The arrival of autumn brings longer nights as the days shorten towards winter. It is fully understandable 

that “長” (long) was used to describe the month of September, when we can enjoy spending the long 

nights watching the beautiful moon.  

“Tsukimi” (月見), which literally means “moon viewing” has long been a popular pastime in Japan. 

Traditionally it was a way of expressing gratitude for a good harvest and hopes for similar bounty in the 
future. On the INREKI calendar, the full moon appeared on the fifteenth night (jūgoya) of each month. 
The best night in the year for observing the celestial body is said to be the fifteenth night of the eighth 
month of the INREKI calendar, known as jūgoya no tsuki. (21 September in 2021)  



  

The custom of jūgoya moon viewing began in China during the Tang Dynasty (618–907) and spread to 
Japan thereafter. The aristocrats of the Nara (710–794) and Heian (794–1185) periods enjoyed moon-
viewing parties at which they played music and composed poetry. By the Edo period (1603–1868), 
tsukimi had come to be a popular practice even among commoners, and was closely associated with 
autumn festival traditions involving thankful offerings of freshly harvested rice to the gods. 

The place where people gather to view the moon, such as a veranda or window, is known as the 
tsukimidai. It is traditionally decorated with such offerings as rice dumplings called tsukimi-dango 
(representing the full moon) and produce like taro as well as susuki, or pampas grass (representing the 
bounty of rice plants). 

A number of moon-viewing events will be held from late September through the following month at 
temples, shrines, gardens, and commercial facilities across Japan. 

 

 Seeking symbols: Treasured animals in Japan 

  

Those who visit Japan often comment on its seamless partnering of the traditional with the new - and this 
is certainly true of their cultural belief in animals for luck and fortune. Japan, being big on animist 



belief, they have honoured significant animals in sculptures, artwork and folklore for centuries and 
continue to do so in the present day. 

#8:  Kame 

The Japanese word for turtle and tortoise is kame, and the Japanese believe that the turtle is a symbol 
for wisdom, luck, protection, and longevity, due to their long lifespan and slow movements. The tortoise is 
a favoured motif for netsuke-carvers and other artisans, and is often featured in traditional Japanese 
wedding ceremonies. There is also a well-known artistic pattern based on the hexagonal shape of a 
tortoise’s shell.  

One of the most popular Japanese folktales is ‘Urashima Taro’. A man called Urashima Taro rescued a 
turtle and was taken to an underwater castle where the turtle transformed into a princess. She gifted him 
a treasure box and forbade him to open it. After a few days in the castle, Urashima Taro returned home 
to discover that 100 years had passed. Despite the princess forbidding him to open the box, he opened 
the treasure box and immediately turned into an old man. 

  

Turtles also feature in another Japanese folklore about ‘Genbu’, a large tortoise or turtle combined with a 
snake. Sometimes being represented as two creatures, a snake wrapped around a tortoise and 
sometimes represented as a single creature. His home is believed to be in the northern sky. The 
constellation that makes up the snake’s neck is located in Sagittarius. The constellation that makes up 
the tortoise’s shell is said to be located in Capricorn, Aquarius, and Pegasus. The constellations which 
make up the snake’s tail are located in Pegasus and Andromeda. Genbu is the guardian of the north. He 
is associated with the element of water, the season of winter, the planet Mercury, and the colour black. 
He portrays the virtue of knowledge. 

Turtles have been present in Japanese culture for many years, from symbolising longevity and wisdom, 
to artistic patterns and folklore, turtles are significant to the Japanese. 
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