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Jimoto Foods is an Australian company 

working with the finest artisan producers in 
Japan and primo local Australian farmers to 
create a range of artisanal pantry items that 
celebrate the delights of Japan.  

“Our goal? To elevate your home cooking with 
the versatility, simplicity and unique flavours of 
Japan. Whether you marinate, drizzle, or dip into 
our sauces, Jimoto Foods will unconventionally 
wake up any dish.” 

All sauces, dressings and marinades are 
handmade, offering you an authentic 
experience, that is affordable. 

Enjoy browsing their range of high quality 

products, and insert the discount code "AJSV" 
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upon checkout on their website for a 15 % off 
your entire order.  

* Offer valid until the 15th of October 2021. 

 

 

  

  

October Online Konshinkai  

  

Date and Time : Wednesday 6th October 2021, 8:00 pm- 9:30 pm 

Come and join us at our next Konshinkai for a night of casual networking. 

Members and guests welcome. 

We look forward to sharing a great night!  

Register Now  
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Sakura viewing: Banksia Park Cherry Grove 

  

Spring has come and that means Sakura time! 

In February 1980 the Japanese Government donated 100 flowering cherry trees to the people of Victoria 
to mark the visit of the Japanese Prime Minister Mr Masayoshi Ohira. Having fought disease, drought and 
relocation in their 40-year life, the trees are now being maintained and cared for by a dedicated group of 
volunteers, The Cherry Friends and Parks Victoria rangers. 

Since 2018, the Cherry Friends has hosted a visiting arborist from Japan to conduct a pruning 
masterclass with Parks Victoria rangers and volunteers. This labour of love is celebrated at our annual 
‘Sakura’ (cherry blossom) Picnic Day. 

The Sakura Picnic Day in Banksia Park has been supported by AJSV and the Japanese Society of 
Melbourne since 2015, to celebrate spring and promote the multi-cultural face of Melbourne. 
Unfortunately, there is no event happening this year due to public health measures but that hasn’t 
stopped the trees from blooming. BYO picnic and go visit Banksia Park if possible to view beautiful cherry 
trees this month! ( *Please check with the park the best blooming time. ) 

 

Topic J-Bridge Launch event – Building a bridge between Japanese 
corporations and innovative Australian companies  

J-Bridge by Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO) is a business platform to facilitate collaboration 
or alliances between Japanese corporations and innovative Australian companies. JETRO supports 
cross-border open innovation for accelerating digital transformation (DX). This spans across six sectors – 
(i) Carbon Neutral, (ii) Mobility, (iii) Retail, (iv) Healthcare, (v) Agri, (vi) Smart Cities. (more info: 
https://www.jetro.go.jp/en/j-bridge.html) The J-Bridge program in Australia is supported by Industrial 
Growth Platform, Inc. (IGPI) 

The Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry of Japan (METI) and JETRO will be holding an online 
launch event to introduce J-Bridge in Australia. The event aims to touch upon this theme from the 
perspective of various stakeholders to give more flavour to our diverse audience. 

Date and Time: 6 October 4 pm-5:15 pm  

Register  
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2022 Japan Exchange & Teaching (JET) Programme 

The JET Programme aims to promote mutual understanding between Japan and other nations, foster 
international exchange at the local level and enhance foreign language education in Japan 

Information Sessions 

Saturday 2 October 2021, 12-1pm/ Monday 4 October 2021, 12-1pm/ Wednesday 6 October 2021, 5-
6pm 

Friday 8 October 2021, 12-1pm/ Sunday 10 October 2021, 12-1pm/ Tuesday 12 October, 5-6pm 

Registration essential. Please send your full name and email address to meljapan@mb.mofa.go.jp, 
indicating your preferred session. For more information, please click here 

   

   

   

 

1. The World of Mizuhiki 

Mizuhiki is the traditional Japanese art of tying 
decorative knots using paper cords, often 
attached to envelopes and wrapped gifts that are 
given during special occasions. The tradition is 
said to have originated in 607, when Onono 
Imoko, a Japanese envoy to China, returned to 
Japan with a gift tied with red and white hemp 
cords. The material used for the knots have 
changed over time, and the shape of the knots 
have changed as well. 

The exhibition "The World of Mizuhiki " explores 
various types of mizuhiki, both traditional and 
modern, created by a Japanese artist residing in 
Melbourne – Ms Anna Konecny. Anna has self-
taught mizuhiki techniques and was the winner 
of the Traditional Arts & Culture category of 
What’s Your J-Talent? online competition 
organised by the Japan Foundation, Sydney in 
2020. Her video entry can be viewed here. 

Where: Consulate-General of Japan in 
Melbourne 

Level 25, 570 Bourke Street, Melbourne 3000 

Learn More  
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2. Kintsugi live streaming workshop 
at home 

The Japanese art of Kintsugi, a method that has 
been used for over 550 years to repair broken 
ceramics using lacquer with Gold powder. 

“Kin” means GOLD and “tsugi” means 
JOINT TOGETHER 

In this workshop, the modern materials are used 
such like Epoxy glue, so anyone can easily do it. 

The principle behind Kintsugi is that by 
embracing your flaws and imperfections, you 
can create something even stronger and more 
beautiful. 

This meditative and meaningful indoor activity 
can be practised during this live streaming class 
from the comfort of your own home. 

By the end of the class, you'll have an entirely 
repaired ceramic and the skills to repair anything 
else broken in your home. The Zoom workshop 
includes a Kintsugi kit so once you’ve done this, 
you will be able to repair your broken items ! 

Learn More  

 

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

3. Traditional Meanings of Colours in 
Japanese Culture 

The meanings and perceptions of colours are a 
cultural construct that can reflect a country’s 
history and beliefs.  

Did you know the colour purple was used for the 
ruling class only and red was meant to protect 
from evil in Japan?  

Discover the interesting historical background 
and some unusual facts for some important 
colours in Japanese culture on “Kokoro” article 
below 

Learn More  
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4. Language exchange free event at 
“Ohanasi-Kagawa” 

Wanting to connect to native Japanese speakers 
and/or people who are learning Japanese 
online? Ohanasi Kagawa would like to create a 
world where Japanese people and people who 
love Japan can be connected! 

According to Akihiro, CEO of Ohanasi Kagawa, 
“Since COVID-19 happened, lots of connections 
have been lost. However, I believe that because 
of the current situation, we need a place to make 
new connections. Therefore, I founded Ohanasi 
Kagawa. There is no border online. In addition, 
there are a large number of people who want to 
learn Japanese. We wish to be a bridge between 
Japanese people and those who love Japan. We 
want people to enjoy learning a foreign language 
no matter where they are. We hope that we 
could connect with you.”  

Learn More  

 

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

 

5. Surprising things you can make in 
a rice cooker 

Do you cook rice in a rice cooker for your lovely 
Japanese meal? The rice cooker isn’t a one-hit 
wonder. Yes, it makes perfect rice every time, 
but it can also make quinoa, pancakes, eggs, 
chicken, and even chocolate cake. 

Try out these versatile rice-cooker recipes by the 
“greatist” article and see just how much range 
this tool has. Best of all, these dishes are the 
ultimate in set-and-forget cooking. 

Learn More  
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October in INREKI:"Kannazuki"  

  

Traditional Japanese name for this month in INREKI 

Japan is said to have drawn up its first calendar in 604, based on techniques developed in China and 
brought to its islands via the Korean Peninsula. Over the subsequent centuries, seasonal events and 
observances have filled out the traditional record of the year. Months in the former lunar calendar started 
when it was a new moon, while a full moon marked their midway point. The old Japanese calendar based 

on lunar cycle was called the 旧暦  kyūreki or 陰暦 inreki. Although Japan adopted the standard 

Gregorian calendar in 1873, many aspects of its former calendar are still in use today. Interestingly, the 
names given to each month have significant meaning associated with the characteristic of that particular 
month. What is the INREKI name in October? 

October: Kannazuki 神無月 

Together with June, October is another month that has “無” in its Japanese name. However, unlike June, 

“無” means “without” in this case, implying that October is a month without Gods (“神” in Japanese). In 

Japan, it is said that during Kannazuki, all gods leave from their original enshrined areas for a conference 
at Izumo-taisha - the land of Izumo in Shimane Prefecture.  

It is interesting that people in Shimane rather refer to this month as Kamiarizuki or神在月, which means 

“gods existing month”. Shimane is the only place in Japan where they name this month differently. To 
welcome these gods, Izumo-taisha, one of the most important Shinto shrines in Japan, holds welcoming 
rituals from November 21st (October 10th on the INREKI calendar). 

Why do these deities join together in Izumo? 

There are several theories but the most plausible one goes like this; When Okuni-nushi-no-kami gave his 
land up to Amaterasu, he said he will leave the politics of this world to Amaterasu’s son Sumimema, and 
will instead take control of secret match-making. Okuni-nushi-no-kami had many children scattered 
around Japan and they all returned to Izumo once a year. People then came to believe that maybe these 

gods were discussing match-making, so called “縁”. Later on, gods other than Okuni-nushi-no-kami’s 

children started to gather in Izumo once a year. People welcomed these gods as they were thought to 
also discuss the harvest and climate for the next year. These beliefs continue to pass down through 
generations today. 

Some might wonder “What if something happened while the gods are away?” Don’t worry, it is said that 
the charming Ebisu will remain in your area. Ebisu is a god famously known as holding a fishing rod and 
a sea bream in his hands. There are several explanations about why Ebisu doesn’t go to Izumo, but it is 
believed that Ebisu is busy during Kannazuki. He is believed to bring a large harvest for farmers and 
fisheries during the same time Kannazuki occurs (in the middle of harvest time when he really needs to 
help people)! Some areas even have a ritual called “Ebisu-koh”, held on October 20th (on the INREKI 
calendar) to pray for a large harvest, so he must attend this celebration. 



  

Depending on regions, there are also gods other than Ebisu who people believe stay in their regions in 
the month of Kannazuki and they are all called “Rusu-gami”. Rusu means absence/being away from 
home and they are the ones who look after their regions while the other gods are away at the conference 
in Shimane. That’s why lots of festivals are held around Kannazuki time.  

 

 Seeking symbols: Treasured animals in Japan 

  

Those who visit Japan often comment on its seamless partnering of the traditional with the new - and this 
is certainly true of their cultural belief in animals for luck and fortune. Japan, being big on animist 
belief, they have honoured significant animals in sculptures, artwork and folklore for centuries and 
continue to do so in the present day. 

#9:  Lion 

In Japanese culture, the lion symbolises power, strength, and protection. The symbol of a lion is often 
associated with places of worship, where you often find a pair of lion statues guarding the entrances to 
shrines or temples. The lion statues are referred to as ‘lion dogs’ or ‘komainu’, and are believed to ward 
off evil spirits. The most common form of komainu are stone, however, in the past, komainu were mainly 
made of wood and were kept undercover or indoors. 



Komainu come in pairs, often one male and one female, though male pairs are also common. With most 
pairs, one will have an open mouth and the other a closed mouth. The open mouth is called “a-gyo” and 
the closed mouth is called “un-gyo”, ‘a’ and ‘un’. The open mouth is pronouncing the first letter of the 
Sanskrit alphabet; the closed one is pronouncing the last letter, to represent the beginning and the end of 
all things. 

Komainu strongly resemble Chinese guardian lions and originate from Tang dynasty China. There is a 
connection between Komainu and the Chinese Guardian Lions, which often called Foo Dogs in English. 
The original source of Chinese Guardian lions are most likely India and possibly Egypt. African lion 
statues have made an appearance in Japanese shrines in the recent years. 

Lions have been present in Japanese culture for many years, from symbolising protection and strength, 
to guarding shrines and associating in folklore, lions are significant to the Japanese.  
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