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to anime, romance, documentaries and more,
this year’s lineup features the latest and greatest
Japanese films of recent years. Visit the JFF
website, and browse the full program
*To be in the draw to win the discount
voucher, please send your full name
to Events by email with "JFF 2021 " as subject.
Entries close at 12 pm, 16 November. Winner
will be contacted by AJSV on the same day.

Enjoy 15% off Traditional
Japanese Kokeshi Dolls &
Designer Homewares at Kikiva
Design!

Kikiva Design is Australia's home of designer
homewares, specialising in decorative objects
including kokeshi dolls direct from Japan by
Usaburo Kokeshi.
Launched this year, Kikiva Design is passionate
about design and bringing unique brands from
around the world to Australia. The range of
products carried has been carefully curated
based on the principles of design, functionality,
sustainability and fair-trade practices.
Kikiva Design has offered 15% off to AJSV
members, their families and friends! Simply
enter promo code 'AJSV' at checkout for
discount to be applied and orders over $99 will
also receive free shipping Australia wide. This
offer applies to all full price items and is valid till
the 31st December 2021. Your Christmas
Shopping Sorted!
*To be the 1st to know of new arrivals follow
Kikiva Design on Instagram @kikivadesign

Online Konshinkai report

Another great turnout for our online Konshinkai. With six rooms of conversations going on we had several
newcomers as well as a lot of familiar faces. A special shout out goes to all of the people who continue to
call in from Japan and from across Australia to share fresh perspectives. Even better it was great to hear
that people are slowly being able to travel again be it via the JET program, for work and soon (hopefully)
just for fun!
We will hold an in person event in early December so keep a look out for the details in the coming weeks.

AJSV Business Briefing - Solar innovation and sustainability in the
global supply chain

Register now

1. Shakuhachi Syrinx
Bamboo flute and eco-poetry performed by Anne
Norman.
Haunting music from Japan and Europe dovetail
with compositions inspired by the Australian
landscape. Meditative, evocative and melodic,
punctuated with song and spoken word... music
that will take you on a journey.
Date and Time: Sunday 21 November 2021
3:00 PM - 4:15 PM
Venue: Christian Community Church 319
Auburn Road, Hawthorn East
Doors open 2.30pm. Access for all abilities with
free car parking in local streets.
Anne also teaches online and in person at her
home in Mornington. If you are interested in
learning shakuhachi or expand your skills on this
bamboo flute, please click here

Learn More

2. Structures of Kyoto: Writers in
Kyoto Anthology
Structures of Kyoto explores the physical,
spiritual, and artistic elements of Japan’s ancient
capital and beckons one to “step through the
gate” to interact with them.
Bookended by the insights of authors Judith
Clancy (Exploring Kyoto) and Alex Kerr (Finding
the Heart Sutra), readers will find themselves
amidst temple gardens and gates, within a tea
ceremony and a calligraphy class, observing a
children’s boat regatta, and amongst writers
channeling their muse in literary cafes. The
spirits of the city — ancestors, ghosts,
supernatural creatures, and benevolent deities
— also have their place.
From Ryoanji Temple in the west to Mount
Daimonji in the east, and from Sanzenin Temple
in the north to Fushimi Inari Shrine in the south,
established authors, upcoming writers, and
featured artists will transport you to the cultural
heart of Japan with their non-fiction, fiction,
prose, poetry, and images, which together paint
a stunning and informative portrait of the world’s
favourite city. On sale now from Amazon.com,
Amazon.co.jp and other Amazon marketplaces
in print and Kindle formats.

Learn More

3. Ink Painting Workshop: Sumi-e
In this workshop, you will be guided through the
step by step process of making your own Sumi-e
painting by expert artist Junko. You will begin by
learning about the rich history of this art practice,
and then get hands-on with some ink and your
own brush to create shapes and pictures using
Sumi-e painting techniques.
Date and Time: Saturday 13 November, 10 am12:00 pm
Venue: KAMI Paper Studio - 375 Fitzroy Street,
Fitzroy VIC
Whether you're looking for a new creative hobby
or the best things to do, this ink painting class
would be a fabulous pick for you. Not only will
you leave feeling creatively fulfilled, but you'll
also get to unwind in a fun and relaxed

environment and take home your own painting
too!

Learn More

4. New luxury sightseeing train in
Japan to look forward to!
Are you planning to go to Japan (finally) next
year? We have waited so long and here is some
good travel news to look forward to.
Railway company Kintetsu – the largest train
network in Japan after JR – has announced a
new luxury sightseeing train’s set to start running
in 2022.
According to Time Out Tokyo article, this new
luxury sightseeing train will run between Osaka,
Nara and Kyoto.
Launching April 2022, the Kintetsu Aoniyoshi is
made up of four 12200 series carriages
(originally built in the 1960s and 70s) that have
been completely remodelled with window-facing
lounge seats to help you make the most of the
view. The Aoniyoshi express will have lounge
seats, picture windows, plus a restaurant and
bar.

Learn More

5. "Mottainai!" - Zero Waste Life
Meet people around Japan who strive for a life
without waste under the traditional philosophy of
"MOTTAINAI," which values cherishing the
things we have.
On NHK world, you can view how not to waste
anything from flowers, fish, used scrap woods
and more. For example, "Zako: Trash Fish Is
Treasure" episode, a Japanese chef Kai Kosei
offers dishes featuring "Zako," fish with little or
no market value. Either because they're too
small or aren't commonly eaten, they're mostly
discarded. In response, Kai's restaurant

celebrates their deliciousness, serving unfamiliar
fish like mottled spinefoot or Roudi escolar as
sashimi, or deep-fried Luna lionfish.

Learn More

November in INREKI:"Shimotsuki"

Traditional Japanese name for this month in INREKI
Japan is said to have drawn up its first calendar in 604, based on techniques developed in China and
brought to its islands via the Korean Peninsula. Over the subsequent centuries, seasonal events and
observances have filled out the traditional record of the year. Months in the former lunar calendar started
when it was a new moon, while a full moon marked their midway point. The old Japanese calendar based
on lunar cycle was called the 旧暦 kyūreki or 陰暦 inreki. Although Japan adopted the standard Gregorian
calendar in 1873, many aspects of its former calendar are still in use today. Interestingly, the names
given to each month have significant meaning associated with the characteristic of that particular month.
What is the INREKI name in November?
November : Shimotsuki 霜月
November is called “Shimotsuki”. “霜” refers to frost, which is one of the typical phenomenon at this time
of the year that can be seen especially on chilly mornings. As the INREKI calendar is almost one month
earlier than the current one, Shimotsuki falls into the current late November to the beginning of January.
The festival Niiname-sai in November gives thanks for a rich harvest. It is one of the three major festivals,
and is regarded as the most important ceremony among the regular festivals held at the shrine. On the
day of Niiname-sai, many shrine worshippers attend the festival, and the Shinto priests in “ikan-hitoe”
(kimono and ancient head-dress) perform the ceremony in a solemn atmosphere.

The Nihon Shoki (Chronicles of Japan, completed in year 720, the oldest surviving work of official history
in Japan) relates that the sun goddess Amaterasu Omikami gave ears of rice from a sacred field to her
grandson Ninigi-no-mikoto, and that this event had great significance for the origin of Japan.
For over 2,000 years, Japanese people have centred their lives on the cultivation of rice, praying in spring
for bumper crops and, in autumn, giving thanks for bountiful harvests. Venerating the gods is an
important part of Japanese culture for everyone, including the emperor. In its name, the Niiname-sai
includes a character indicating “first rice crop of the year” and another one meaning “make an offering.”
The idea is to offer freshly harvested rice to the gods, to express thanks for blessings, and to pray for the
peace and security of the nation and its prosperity.
Niinamesai came to be held on November 23rd during the Meiji era (1868-1912) and was a nationally
celebrated event. It has now become a national holiday called Labour Thanksgiving Day which was
established to mark the fact that fundamental human rights were guaranteed and the rights of workers
were greatly expanded in the post-war constitution.

Seeking symbols: Treasured animals in Japan

Those who visit Japan often comment on its seamless partnering of the traditional with the new - and this
is certainly true of their cultural belief in animals for luck and fortune. Japan, being big on animist
belief, they have honoured significant animals in sculptures, artwork and folklore for centuries and
continue to do so in the present day.
#10: Dragons

In Japanese culture, the dragon symbolizes balance, freedom, and good luck. The colourful dragon has
been part of their cultural mythology for years. Though they are fearsome and powerful creatures, they
are not malevolent and are thought to bring wealth and good fortune.
In Japan, there are seven famous dragons of mythology: The Eight-Headed Dragon Orochi, The Fallen
God Susanoo, Ryujin, The Vengeful Woman Turned Dragon, Mizuchi, Nure-Onna and The Grandmother
of Japan’s First Emperor. The dragon Ryujin is believed to be the ruler of the seas with a long body
covered in scales, a long moustache, beard, and three claw legs. Ryujin supposably lives at the bottom of
the ocean in a palace made of coral with other marine life as his servants.
In folklore, dragons have been associated with gardens in Buddhism. The story goes that when Buddha
was meditating in Lake Mucilinda, a seven-headed dragon saw his light and came to the surface. The
dragon’s excitement caused a storm that lasted for seven days. The dragon used his seven hoods to
cover Buddha and protected him from the storm. On parting, the dragon promised to protect the lands.
Today in many Buddhist temples and shrines, you will find dragon statues and paintings as it symbolizes
protection.
A dragon’s colour can have certain symbolic meanings and represent specific attributes. Black means
that its parents are old and wise with the symbolic virtues of experience and wisdom. Gold carries
attributes of kindness, wisdom, and helpfulness. Green represents life and the earth and is usually
associated with smaller dragons. Yellow represents people the East and individuals who are self-centred
but helpful. Blue represents those from the west and symbolizes forgiveness and compassion.
Dragons have been present in Japanese culture for many years, from symbolising balance and freedom,
to being associated with folklore; dragons are significant to the Japanese.
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