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First Love movie 10 double 
passes giveaway!  

  

Releasing 27th May in Australia!  

Discovering he has an inoperable brain tumour, 
orphaned boxer Leo decides to go for broke. 
When he meets Yuri (also known as Monica), a 
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5. Dashi Journey short film - the origins of 
Japanese dashi  
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 May in INREKI:"Satsuki" 
 
 

 Seeking symbols: Treasured animals in 
Japan   

 

 

young addict who’s been driven into sex work to 
pay off her inherited debts, he falls head over 
heels and, with nothing left to lose, decides to 
help her out. This being Miike, that can only lead 
to trouble … of the most deliriously deranged 
and hilariously OTT kind. 

*To be in the draw to win a double pass, please 
send your full name to Events by email with 

"First Love" as subject. 

Entries close at 12 pm, Tuesday 18th May 2021. 
Winner will be contacted by AJSV on the same 
day. 
 

   

 

  

Autumn Konshinkai 

Thanks to everyone with a great turnout at our last Konshinkai where we filled Robot Bar to its COVID 
approved capacity. As the second in person event for the year, it was great to see just how many people 
have decided to connect via AJSV, the diversity of their backgrounds and genuine interest in making new 
connections with others interested in the Australia-Japan relationship. 

For our next Konshinkai, we’re taking things back online but are planning several more in person events 
this years so keep posted! 

  

Date and Time: Thursday 20 May  8:00 pm- 9:30 pm 

With the chill wind of autumn setting in, it’s time for our first online Konshinkai and trivia night of the year! 

Open to Members and Non-members. We look forward to sharing a great night! 

Register  

 

mailto:events@ajsvictoria.org.au
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AJSV AGM PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

The 57th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Australia Japan Society of Victoria Inc was held virtually 
(phone & video options) on Monday 12th April at 5.30pm. 

President's report  

57th AGM Minutes 

 

APCC Bridge (Virtual) Summer Camp 2021  

Due to the restrictions currently in place around the world – APCC is going virtual this year so that 
children who would have been eligible to apply for APCC in Fukuoka this year have the opportunity to 
participate in a specially designed program sharing both with Japanese children as well as children from 
the Asia Pacific region and wider including Peru, Bordeaux and maybe even Kyrgyzstan. The program 
will be run over 7 sessions with 5 sessions being shared with children all over the world. 

Australian Japan Society of Victoria is looking for four children (two boys and two girls) to be part of this 
program which will occur between August and November via zoom. We are looking for children who are 
inquisitive about the world, eager to share their thoughts and ideas with others and explore the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals. 

The selection process to choose the four children will consist of an interview with two or three members 
of Bridge Club Australia/Australia Japan Society of Victoria as per the dates in the information package. 

To participate in the program, all applications must be received via email. Please complete the forms and 
send the applications to apcc.australia@gmail.com by Tuesday 18th May at 5 pm 

Learn More  

 

 

MEXT Scholarship - Applications for Undergraduate and Research 
categories are now OPEN 

The Monbukagakusho (Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology - MEXT) offers 
the following scholarships to Australian Citizens who wish to study at Japanese universities. 

Undergraduate Category  

Research Category 

Application deadline; MAY 26 (WED) 2021. Please visit Embassy of Japan in Australia website for 

more information.  
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1. Oto no Wa concert  

The Whitehorse Sister City relationship with 
Matsudo in Japan is one of Australia’s oldest 
sister City friendships, marking a post-war 
gesture of peace. In the spirit of fostering new 
friendships and cultural exchange, Koto player 
Brandon Lee and his ensemble will be joined by 
Sarita Mcharg (sitar) and Manmit Singh (tabla) in 
this year's Matsudo Week concert. In this 
collaboration, traditional and modern koto pieces 
will be infused with the hypnotic melody and 
rhythm of the sitar and tabla. The amazing 
Junko Azukawa will also be displaying some of 
her Japanese ink artwork during the concert 

Date and Time: Saturday 8 May 7:30pm – 9:30 

pm  

Venue: Box Hill Community Arts Centre- 470 

Station St, Box Hill, VIC 3128 

Learn More  

 

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

2.Mayflies and Stars by Kyoko Imazu  

Exhibition schedule- until Sunday, 27 June 

2021  

Venue: ArtSpace at Realm 179 Maroondah 

Highway Ringwood 

Mayflies and Stars by Kyoko Imazu tells the 
untold stories of the tiny creatures that fill our 
everyday lives, embracing an enigmatic world of 
moving shadows and shifting forms. Her intricate 
papercuts and shadow puppetry bring to life 
memories and personal recollections of 
Japanese folklore and evoke the ephemeral, 
fleeting beauty of the world these tiny creatures 
inhabit. Drawing on real and imagined beings, 
Kyoko invites audiences to take part in her 
whimsical stories of exploration and adventure. 

The delicate beauty of Kyoko’s imagery in 
ArtSpace will leave viewers mesmerized and 
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offer a glimpse into the magical hidden worlds of 
some of our smallest neighbours. 

Learn More  

 

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

3. The new Tokyo cafe with robot 
waiters controlled remotely 

According to Time out Tokyo article, unlike 
Shinjuku’s Robot Restaurant, where humans 
dressed as robots put on a dinner show, a new 
café set to open this summer in Nihonbashi will 
feature real robot humanoids waiting on 
customers and serving food and drink. It's not a 
gimmick, though: Dawn Avatar Robot Café will 
operate as a barrier-free business by creating 
more job opportunities for disabled workers. 

This is how it works. These robots are operated 
remotely using internet connection, serving as 
avatars for individuals who can’t leave the house 
for long periods of time due to physical 
disabilities, childcare or other conditions. A 
Japanese person actually living in Melbourne 
has been involved in this project as well. You 
can watch how it works.  

Learn More  

 

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

4. "Bamboo Five" performed by The 
Faraway Trio 

Anne Norman is a shakuhachi (bamboo flute) 
performer, improviser and composer, working in 
a diverse range of music creation. Classically 
trained in European Art Music and in Japanese 
shakuhachi Zen and chamber music, Anne also 
enjoys spontaneous improvisation with 
musicians of various genres, dancers, actors, 
poets, visual artists, installation artists and tea 
masters. Featured on many CDs and performing 
internationally, Anne is currently focused on 
composing for choirs, and on incorporating 
spoken and sung words within shakuhachi 
performance.  
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You can enjoy "Bamboo Five" performed by The 
Faraway Trio 

Learn More  

 

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

5. Dashi Journey short film - the 
origins of Japanese dashi 

Chef Shinobu Namae from L'Effervescence and 
food photographer Eric Wolfinger take us across 
Japan in this 15-minute film.  

Eric Wolfinger, a food photographer known for 
his work with the San Francisco bakery Tartine, 
introduces the world to dashi in the short film, 
‘Dashi Journey’. The 15-minute documentary 
follows Shinobu Namae, head chef at the 
Michelin-starred French restaurant 
L'effervescence in Tokyo, as he searches for the 
origins of dashi. L’effervescence is known for its 
Japanese twist on classic French food, including 
the use of dashi in place of traditional French 
veal broth. 

Learn More  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ajsvictoria.org.au/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=OoCCp2rnYewkecWEfMOd%2bhk5lipSuOs8qtNdbujHr9h6MPhixaY3sroecD%2fATENrP0rdSjnFiK%2f2JWvD7rTjX0wBeUK5Jri4b0ZXU7DMp78%3d
https://ajsvictoria.org.au/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=aq6JhbiPnDoiIsfAI2SB5NElRopK0x1JpFWkGUBDB2EngJJ3H1VpwrZ2nHy3V6TkUNdix4tte4sGeC%2bCZ2lbD3dnkK8u0IWuETN8fnZt4PM%3d


  

May in INREKI:"Satsuki "  

  

Traditional Japanese name for this month in INREKI 

Japan is said to have drawn up its first calendar in 604, based on techniques developed in China and 
brought to its islands via the Korean Peninsula. Over the subsequent centuries, seasonal events and 
observances have filled out the traditional record of the year. Months in the former lunar calendar started 
when it was a new moon, while a full moon marked their midway point. The old Japanese calendar based 

on lunar cycle was called the 旧暦  kyūreki or 陰暦 inreki. Although Japan adopted the standard 

Gregorian calendar in 1873, many aspects of its former calendar are still in use today. Interestingly, the 
names given to each month have significant meaning associated with the characteristic of that particular 
month. What is the INREKI name in May? 

May: SATSUKI 皐月 

May is called “Satsuki” and is associated with rice planting. The rice is growing up and uses “皐” (instead 

of “早苗”) which refers to young baby seedlings of rice. In the old Japanese calendar (Inreki) May was the 

name of the month representing the middle of summer. “Satsuki-bare” (五月晴れ) is a common 

expression that is used to describe the occasional sunny days in the rainy season called Tsuyu (梅雨) 

from modern-day calendar June through mid-July in Japan. May in Inreki is actually the time of rainy 

season and is in the middle of Summer which is why the other name for Satsuki is “Chuka” (仲夏) 

midsummer. 

Nowadays, May is well known for “Golden Week.” Golden Week is a collection of four national holidays 
all within seven days of each other. In combination with well placed weekends, the Golden Week 
becomes one of Japan's three busiest holiday seasons, besides New Year and the Obon week and 
trains, airports and sightseeing spots get very crowded. 

The national holidays making up the Golden Week are: 

 April 29 Showa Day (Showa no hi): It's the birthday of former Emperor Showa, who passed 
away in the year 1989. Until 2006, Greenery Day (see May 4) used to be celebrated on this day. 

 May 3 Constitution Day (Kenpo kinenbi): On this day in 1947, the new post war constitution was 
put into effect. 

 May 4 Greenery Day (Midori no hi): The day is dedicated to the environment and nature, 
because the emperor loved plants and nature. Before being declared Greenery Day, May 4 



used to be a national holiday due to a law, which declares a day that falls between two national 
holidays, a national holiday. 

 May 5 Children's Day (Kodomo no hi): The Boy's Festival (Tango no Sekku) is celebrated on 
this day. Families pray for the health and future success of their sons by hanging up carp 
streamers and displaying samurai dolls, both symbolizing strength, power and success in life. 
The Girl’s Festival (Hinamatsuri) is celebrated separately on March 3. 

Golden Week is a spring break for the entire nation of Japan. There are exceptions, especially people in 
the service and tourism industry. But, generally speaking, this is one of the few blocks of vacation time 
that companies must grant their employees because they are national holidays. 

Usually, all the public transports especially the bullet train and toll-ways are very crowded as people 
return to their families or go sightseeing. Unfortunately this year, people are encouraged to stay home 
due to the pandemic. 

 

 Seeking symbols: Treasured animals in Japan 

  

Those who visit Japan often comment on its seamless partnering of the traditional with the new - and this 
is certainly true of their cultural belief in animals for luck and fortune. Japan, being big on animist 
belief, they have honoured significant animals in sculptures, artwork and folklore for centuries and 
continue to do so in the present day. 

#4: Cat 

In Japan, cats have inspired art, literature and folklore for many years. Cats represent many things for the 
Japanese, it is believed they have protective powers and symbolize good luck and fortune. An example of 
this is the story of the maneki-neko.  

In the legend of the maneki-neko, a lord was sheltering under a tree during a storm when he saw a cat 
raising one paw as if waving him to a temple. He left the tree and headed to the temple to see the cat. 
Suddenly, a lightning bolt struck where he was previously standing. The lord was so grateful, he became 
the patron of the temple. When the cat died, it was buried in a special graveyard for cats. In the temple, a 
statue of maneki-neko was made to commemorate the cat. Now, you can often see the maneki-neko 
figurine in storefronts and restaurants, promising good fortune to customers. 

Another mythological creature in Japanese folklore is the ‘Bakeneko’, (meaning, "Ghost/cat"). Bakeneko 
are monster cats that have lived long enough to become ‘yokai’ (a class of supernatural monsters and 
spirits from Japanese folklore) and gain supernatural powers in Japanese mythology. The abilities 
bakeneko possess include shapeshifting into humans, wearing a towel or napkin on the head and 
dancing, speaking human words, cursing and possessing humans and manipulating dead people. 

Even today, cats continue to be loved in Japan - for both their good fortune and their mischievousness. 
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