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NBL Cup Free tickets giveaway! 

  

The NBL Cup is designed for all fans looking for 

an entertainment experience like no other. The 
in-game experience includes music, 
competitions, dancers and, of course, world 
class basketball featuring the best players from 
Australia and overseas. 

Thanks to Melbourne United Basketball Club, 
our support goes especially to Yudai Baba plays 
for, AJSV members have a chance to win 
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complimentary tickets! (The tickets come in 
groups of 4.) 

Thursday 11th March – 5pm Bullets v 36ers | 

7.30pm Kings v Hawks @ John Cain Area 

Friday 12th March – 5pm Wildcats v Breakers | 

7.30pm Taipans v Phoenix @ John Cain Arena 

*To be in the draw to win tickets, please send 
your full name to Events by email with "NBL 
Cup Thursday 11” or "NBL Cup Friday 12”as 
subject. 

Entries close at 12 pm, Tuesday 9 March 
2021. Winner will be contacted by AJSV on 
the same day. 

Japanese style cake set special 
from "Cake By Ayaka" 

  

Who would have thought of getting to taste 
Japanese-style cakes in Melbourne?  Sure you 
can from Melbourne based “Cake By Ayaka”, 
bringing you flavoursome cakes as if you were in 
a stylish café in Japan! More information and 
delivery details, please click HERE 

AJSV has arranged an exclusive offer for our 
members again thanks to Ayaka. Mention you 
are an AJSV member when you order the set 
and you will receive a gorgeous chocolate raisin 
butter “sando” (rum raisin in chocolate butter 
cream between crispy biscuits) for free! Enjoy 
delicious cakes and happy sweet memories!   

Contact:0401230762, or via Instagram 
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International Women's Day-Choose to Challenge: Exploring Women's 
Leadership in Australia and Japan 

  

Date and Time: Tuesday 9 March 

3-4pm (Melbourne) / 1-2pm (Japan) via Microsoft Teams (link provided upon registration) 

Members and non-members welcome 

RSVP by Monday 08 March 

We look forward to having you. 

Register  
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The National Federation of Australia Japan Societies   

The National Federation of Australia Japan Societies is the national body representing all the Australia 
Japan Societies around Australia. 

These Australia Japan Societies are voluntary organisations that have devoted themselves to maintaining 
and developing the wonderful relationship we enjoy with Japan. These Societies around Australia have 
as their members, representatives from all parts of the community.  

The inauguration of The National Federation of Australia-Japan Societies Incorporated marks a new 
milestone in the development of the Australia-Japan movement in this country. AJSV is proud to be part 
of NFAJS. You can also subscribe their newsletter from here.  

 

   

   

   

 

1. Demon Slayer: Mugen Train - 

In Cinemas now! 

Japan’s highest grossing feature film of all time, 
Demon Slayer -Kimetsu no Yaiba- The Movie: 
Mugen Train, is in cinemas across Australia and 
New Zealand now.  

Add to the experience by watching the film in 
IMAX, 4DX or, for those of you in Victoria, at the 
Lunar Drive In! Don't Miss Japan's #1 Film of All 
Time! 

Thank you for entering our giveaway draw in 
Feb. We hope 5 lucky winners enjoyed or will be 
enjoying the film. Sorry if you missed out the 
discount tickets, but please go watch it as it'll be 
so  "Mottainai" not to!  

Learn More  
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2. Matcha-making workshop 

Date and Time: Thursday, 18 March 6:15 pm – 

7:30 pm 

Venue: Deakin Edge, Fed Square Flinders 

Street Melbourne 

Learn the rich history and health benefits of 
matcha, explore a behind-the-scenes story of a 
Japanese tea ceremony, and taste freshly 
prepared matcha. Your instructor Harumi is a 
certified Japanese tea instructor and the founder 
of Okei-san Japanese Tea Plus. Her focus is to 
promote tea education through tastings, 
workshops and farm visitations where tea lovers 
can share in these exciting experiences! 

Learn More  

 

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

3. Read Japan: A Booklover’s Guide 
to Japanese Literature in 
Translation, 1960 – Now 

Date and Time: Thursdays March 11 – 25, 2021 

6:30pm-7:30pm 

Onsite (limited capacity) & online via Zoom 

Free. Bookings essential. 

Read Japan: A Booklover’s Guide to Japanese 
Literature in Translation, 1960 – Now is a series 
of three talks designed for anyone interested in 
contemporary Japanese fiction in translation. 
The speakers, all experts in Japanese literature, 
will introduce novels published in Japan over 
three consecutive 20-year periods—the 1960s-
70s, 1980s-90s, and 2000 to present—focusing 
on works that have been translated into English. 
Each talk offers a window into the social and 
political context of the time, as well as important 
writers and movements, and comes with a 
shortlist of recommended books to create a 
roadmap for exploring Japanese literature. 

Read Japan is designed for newcomers to 
Japanese literature, as well as more seasoned 
but adhoc readers of Japanese books. 

Learn More  
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4. Japanese Kabuki Theatre Paper 
Sculptures display  

A complete range of Kabuki sculptures is a rare 
find in Japan, and the artist has made an 
adaptation of the traditional Gofun Kabuki Dolls 
with paper. 

Kabuki is a Classic Japanese Performance Art, 
that has been around since the 17th century, it is 
highly lyrical, expressed by a range of vocal and 
visual performance, and often weaves together 
historical events and myths into the storytelling. 

The dolls are available for final auction, as-is, 
where-is, without recourse, and will be available 
for public preview at the KAMI store in Fitzroy. 
There are also additional photos, information 
and available for all the figurines on our 
brochure and pricing on request. 

This impressive display will be at KAMI Paper 
from 27th February 2021 to 20th March 2021. 

Learn More  

 

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

5. Virtual tours of rural Japan 

Learn about the history and traditions of these 
carefully protected areas in rural Japan! Beyond 
its ancient shrines, towering landmarks and 
scenic landscapes, Japan is defined by a rich 
culture ranging from traditional crafts and vibrant 
festivals to performing arts and spiritual rituals. 
According to Time-Out Tokyo, the Nobody 
Knows project aims to highlight these cultural 
properties by introducing people to the more 
rural areas of Japan where locals are working to 
keep this heritage alive. While trips to join in-
person tours to these historical areas might 
require some planning ahead, the project offers 
video tours online, so travel lovers can learn 
about these Japanese cultural practices from 
anywhere in the world. 
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March in INREKI:"YAYOI"  

  

Traditional Japanese name for this month in INREKI 

Japan is said to have drawn up its first calendar in 604, based on techniques developed in China and 
brought to its islands via the Korean Peninsula. Over the subsequent centuries, seasonal events and 
observances have filled out the traditional record of the year. Months in the former lunar calendar started 
when it was a new moon, while a full moon marked their midway point. The old Japanese calendar based 

on lunar cycle was called the 旧暦  kyūreki or 陰暦 inreki. Although Japan adopted the standard 

Gregorian calendar in 1873, many aspects of its former calendar are still in use today. Interestingly, the 
names given to each month have significant meaning associated with the characteristic of that particular 
month. What is the INREKI name in March? 

March: YAYOI 弥生  

In Japan, YAYOI is the month of renewed growth of plants. The Kanji, 弥 means “all the more, 

increasingly” and 生 means “life, genuine, birth.” 

By the old Inreki Japanese calendar, March is the last month of the Spring season. It is the month of lush 
greenery and overgrown trees. It’s also the season of cherry blossoms and peach flowers, so there are 

aliases of YAYOI such as “花見月”(Hanami-zuki) –cherry blossom viewing and”桃月 “ (Tou-zuki) –the 

month of peach flowers. Because of the beautiful flower season, YAYOI is a popular girl’s name 
especially for those born in March. 

At the same time, there are many other aliases of YAYOI expressing the end of Spring such as “花惜月” 

(Hanaoshimizuki) - the month of missing flowers blooming and “晩春”(Kurenoharu/Banshun)-the later 

time of Spring. 

The most famous and important festival in March is called “Hina-matsuri”-Japanese Girls' Day-also 
known as the Doll's Festival-is celebrated on March 3 to pray for the health and happiness of young girls 
in Japan. Hinamatsuri is marked by families displaying a set of hina dolls in the house and serving special 
food delicacies that are ceremonially beautiful and delicious. 

This festival had its origin about 1,000 years ago in the Heian Period (794-1185). It is a traditional custom 
to display ceremonial dolls on tiers of shelves covered with scarlet carpet. These dolls are dressed in the 
fashion of the people of the ancient court. The Emperor and Empress are placed on the upper-most tier, 
followed by the ladies in waiting and ministers. 



Traditionally, parents or grandparents of a newborn girl buy a set of hina dolls for the baby girl, unless 
they have special dolls that are inherited from generation to generation. 

 

 Seeking symbols: Treasured animals in Japan 

  

Those who visit Japan often comment on its seamless partnering of the traditional with the new - and this 
is certainly true of their cultural belief in animals for luck and fortune. Japan being big on animist belief, 
they have honoured significant animals in sculptures, artwork and folklore for centuries, and continues to 
this day. 

#2: Koi 

The Koi fish is a symbol of good luck, abundance and perseverance. Recognisable by their white, gold, 
black and red patches, they were first bred in Japan off the northeast coast of Honshu island in the 
1820s. 

According to Japanese legend, if a koi fish succeeded in climbing the falls at a point called Dragon Gate 
on the Yellow River, it would be transformed into a dragon. Although many would try, only some were 
brave enough to attempt the leap up the waterfall. After a hundred years of jumping, one Koi eventually 
reached the top of the waterfall. The gods recognised the Koi for its perseverance and turned it into a 
golden dragon. 

  

Koinobori - carp banners - decorate Japan from April through early May, for Children’s Day, in honour of 
children for a good future and hope that they will grow up healthy and strong. Koinobori are usually flown 
above the roofs of houses with children, the biggest (black) koinobori for the father on the top, second 
biggest (red) for the mother and an additional, smaller carp of a different colour for each child in 
decreasing order by age. 
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Australia-Japan Society of Victoria Inc.  

PO Box 2128, Forest Hill, VIC 3131  T: +61 3 9028 2001  E: office@ajsvictoria.org.au 
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