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The Spirited Life concert- 

a double pass giveaway! 

  

Composers Olivier Messiaen, John Cage and 
Anne Norman have all been fascinated by the 
power of music to express spirituality. Six 
Degrees Ensemble journeys through deep and 
inspired works, by these artists and more, 
exploring how music through the ages has 
sought to convey worship and divine belief in all 
its forms. Anne Norman’s performance of her 
mystical music for shakuhachi (Japanese 
bamboo flute) inspired by Zen traditions is 
among the highlights. For more information, 
please click here 

Date and Time: Thursday 4 March 2021 6pm 

https://ajsvictoria.org.au/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=VjAdeHNmqkRW3tjIoyJjw8B7Fi1mqvQgNuw1Iv17oY7c%2fDLPjC4F5z8DfnWgUGRGXZzz9qUAJAPGn567q8wsPfHbvdgjbBciVImalDcSsUo%3d


 
 

5. BENTO EXPO  

Extra Articles 
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Venue: Primrose Potter Salon @ Melbourne 

Recital Centre  

Tickets: Standard $40 ($29 Concession) 

*To be in the draw to win a double pass, 
please send your full name to Events by 

email with "The Spirited Life " as subject. 

Entries close at 12 pm, Friday 19 Feb, 2021. 
Winner will be contacted by AJSV on the 
same day. 

MY CHA Tea- 15% off!   

  

Don't forget to use the 15% off promo-code 
when you order MY CHA's beautiful and healthy 
tea! 

You can keep exploring beautiful matcha 
powder, sencha, hoji-cha, genmaicha, kukicha 
and more by clicking HERE. 

Enjoy browsing all of MY CHA’s amazing 
products, including a growing range of superb 
organic teas and benifuuki ( MY CHA’s new hay 
fever/allergy - immunity building matcha 
powder)  

Simply insert the discount code ajsv15 upon 

checkout at the MY CHA website, for 15 % off 
your order. (*pottery range is not included due to 
limited stocks) 
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https://ajsvictoria.org.au/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=UNYG7F8SL4ZmWHguUSA1gk%2bPTx0nIqSrG7KBxc5kwvpu5ek35xUvorOuuuIM5uuRUdzIzKmDq6ZTZKnQApgJAUZ4PnrYvS77drinlc7Fl54%3d


  

AJSV February Konshinkai 

  

Date and Time: Thursday 18 February 2021 5:30 pm- 8:00 pm 

Venue: The Bank on Collins 394 Collins St, Melbourne 

AJSV Members & Non-Members Welcome 

Attendance is free, just turn up the venue if you are interested. Food & Drinks will be available for 
purchase from the venue at own cost 

We look forward to sharing a great night! 

 

AJSV Bōnenkai 2020 report  

Well after 2020 became a year of virtual/on-line events for AJSV, we were delighted to be able to get 
together for Bonenkai in person with AJSV members and their guests at Beer Deluxe in Federation 
Square on Thursday 17 December for a drink together. A special thanks to all of you who attended the 
evening. We believe it goes without saying that we all very much enjoyed the chance to catch up, swap 
stories on each others navigation thru COVID19 of 2020, meet with old friends and of-course meet and 
introduce ourselves to new friends who also share in the strong connection and friendship between 
Japan and Australia. 

It was great to see so many smiling faces on the night, and we hope that in 2021 we will be able to 
expand on the number of in person events and activities hosted by AJSV for our members, while still 
continuing to host a number of virtual events as well. We will soon provide you with more information on 
the timing of our 1st Konshinkai networking event for 2021 – so please keep checking the AJSV website, 
as well as your emails for invitations. 

Wishing all our members the very best for a happy, healthy and safe 2021. We wish everyone a 
promising new start in 2021, and thank you for your continued support to AJSV. 

 



Business Webinar: Japan market update on the impact of COVID-19 

Austrade Japan team invites you to join this webinar and hear from Brett Cooper, Austrade's General 
Manager, North East Asia on: 

 Impact of COVID-19 in Japan 
 Broader economy and market trends 
 New areas of opportunity and risk 
 Benefits of JAEPA 

Date and Time: Tuesday 9 Feb 2021  Time 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM AEDT 

Venue: Virtual event 

For more information, please click HERE 

   

   

   

 

1. Virtual Melbourne Japanese 
Summer Festival  

Melbourne Japanese Summer Festival will be 
held online as “Virtual Melbourne Japanese 
Summer Festival” on Sunday 28th February 
2021!  

Japanese Drum Performances, dances, 
Japanese culture lessons, shop & eat area and 
many other contents will stream live and on 
demand.  

To purchase Raffle Tickets- 65 Gorgeous 

Prizes Over $16000 Value!  

Learn More  

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

https://ajsvictoria.org.au/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=yud2hHzWaZ5htbaYNoepQl92etLlnbW2svmvxV91egb2QStzL6iwgAYkcMzIvu4xn%2bouyBy2%2f3GOb6hGieshED4%2f443Lpxd2kChOgTauj6g%3d
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2. Tokyo Journal free access to 
members! 

AJSV members can access to Tokyo Journal's 
latest issue for free! Special interview with J-pop 
supergroup, EXILE and much much more in the 
issue #280.  

You can access Tokyo Journal through this URL 

and password: 

Password: 280ajsv 

 

 

  

 

 

   

   

 

3. Japanese Design: Neolithic to 
Now @ NGV  

This exhibition, drawn from the NGV Collection, 
brings together works that express a human 
desire to create with a close spiritual affiliation 
with nature. Spanning over four thousand years, 
from Neolithic times to the twenty-first century, it 
celebrates the wabi-sabi aesthetic of rustic 
earthenware ceramics, and encompasses 
Buddhist sculpture and calligraphy, minimalist 
medieval furniture, the appreciation of seasonal 
flowers, the refined motifs of porcelain ware, 
bamboo weaving to create contemporary 
sculptural forms, and the work of some of 
Japan’s leading contemporary fashion and 
graphic designers. 

Free entry at NGV International 

Level 1, Japanese Collection 

Open 10am–5pm daily until 1 Aug 21 

Learn More  

 

 

   

 

 

   

https://ajsvictoria.org.au/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=G3ezhyWHLFeEmoodW9LLW98tmg5K4a2AoM3CsrKdNojntwNZjiV6hzXnUa9Ic0%2b4IH2Q%2bMAdRr0%2fnB%2fKUmBdrZQM1VU2oVYFWOhwsAZf%2bTs%3d
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4. Sumi-e Painting - In Person 
Workshop: Cherry Blossom 

Is one of your new year resolutions to become 
an artsy person? How about Sumi-e painting 
with Junko?  

Junko Azukawa is renowned for her Sumi 
Painting and Japanese Calligraphy. Junko will 
host and teach this 2 hour Sumi-e Ink class. 

Date and Time: Saturday 20 Feb 10 am – 12 

pm 

Venue: Kami Paper- 217 Brunswick St, Fitzroy  

You will learn basic Sumi-e painting strokes for 
traditional subjects like bamboo, flower or 
dragonfly. During the session, you will perfect 
one of the subjects taught for the week and 
create your own masterpiece towards the end of 
the lesson under Junko's guidance. Their class 
is intentionally small so that everyone gets our 
undivided attention. 

Learn More  

 

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

5. BENTO EXPO 

Bento connects the world! Discover a universe 
of bento from Japan and around the world, with 
step-by-step instructions and delicious tips and 
tricks on NHK World-Japan on demand 
episodes! 

On “Summer Roll & Yakitori” episode, Marc 
introduces a simple and delicious salmon roll 
bento. Maki demonstrates how to make a 
yakitori bento, a crowd-pleaser around the world. 
To make the chicken easy to eat, no skewers 
are used. The chicken is cooked in a frying pan 
until the skin is perfectly crispy. Bento Trip 
showcases Kisarazu in Chiba Prefecture, a city 
famous for clam digging. The local Ekiben there 
is an Asari clam bento. Watching the BENTO 
EXPO will surely make you feel like trying some 
Bento for sure. 
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February in INREKI:"KISARAGI"  

  

 

Traditional Japanese name for this month in INREKI 

Japan is said to have drawn up its first calendar in 604, based on techniques developed in China and 
brought to its islands via the Korean Peninsula. Over the subsequent centuries, seasonal events and 
observances have filled out the traditional record of the year. Months in the former lunar calendar started 
when it was a new moon, while a full moon marked their midway point. The old Japanese calendar based 

on lunar cycle was called the 旧暦  kyūreki or 陰暦 inreki. Although Japan adopted the standard 

Gregorian calendar in 1873, many aspects of its former calendar are still in use today. Interestingly, the 
names given to each month have significant meaning associated with the characteristic of that particular 
month. What is the INREKI name in February? 

February: KISARAGI 如月 

KISARAGI, means “wear more clothes.” A time to put on some extra clothes because the winter is not 

over yet. It was originally written as 衣更着.（衣）means “clothing” – (更) means “more or in addition to” 

and (着) means “to wear”. You would think that February is a very cold month in Japan, so the translation 

is completely literal but when you look at the actual date based on the current calendar, “Kisaragi” month 
could be the end of Feb to early April. So it is actually expressing the early Spring rather than in the 
middle of winter. There are many more aliases of Kisaragi expressing Spring such as “Hatsunhanazuki” 

(初花月), “Umezuki” (梅月), “Yukikietuki” (雪消月) and so on, explaining that snow soon disappears and 

first flowers (plum) will bloom. 

The most famous and important festival in February is called “Setsubun”, the day after Setsubun is 
considered the first day of Spring called Risshun according to the lunar calendar. 

Spring Setsubun can be and was previously thought of as a sort of New Year’s Eve, and so was 
accompanied by a special ritual to cleanse away all the evil of the former year and drive out disease-
bringing evil spirits for the year to come. This special ritual is called mamemaki (literally “bean 
scattering”). Setsubun has its origins in tsuina, a Chinese custom introduced to Japan in the eighth 
century.  

 



 Seeking symbols: Treasured animals in Japan 

  

 

Those who visit Japan often comment on its seamless partnering of the traditional with the new - and this 
is certainly true of their cultural belief in animals for luck and fortune. Japan being big on animist belief, 
they have honoured significant animals in sculptures, artwork and folklore for centuries, and continues to 
this day. 

#1: Cranes  

In Japan, the red crowned crane is considered a sign of a long life. Mythical beliefs say that cranes can 
live as long as 1000 years. According to Japanese folklore, if one folds 1000 origami cranes (senbazuru) 
in the span of one year, they will be granted a wish. Some stories believe that you are granted happiness 
and eternal good luck, not one wish, such as recovery from an illness. Many people gift senbazuru to 
others who are ill, to wish for their recovery. Senbazuru can also often be seen in temples, held together 
by a string. 

The one thousand paper cranes were popularized by the story of Sadako Sasaki, a girl who was two 
when she was exposed to radiation from the atomic bombing of Hiroshimi during WWII. Sadako Sasaki 
later developed leukaemia when she was 12 years old. Inspired by the senbazuru legend, she started 
folding origami cranes with the goal of 1000. Sasaki folded 644 cranes in the fictional version of the story. 
In her memory, her classmates folded the remaining 356 cranes. 

The red crowned crane has been present in Japanese culture for many years. It can be seen in many 
places, such as decoration on bridal kimonos and sake bottles, airline logos and, of course, in the form of 
the classic origami crane.  
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Australia-Japan Society of Victoria Inc.  
PO Box 2128, Forest Hill, VIC 3131  T: +61 3 9028 2001  E: office@ajsvictoria.org.au 

 

   

mailto:office@ajsvictoria.org.au
https://ajsvictoria.org.au/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=Sk916zQV%2bJ9i2qdSFz71xMhUHCjWFJ%2bmO3iOrALSmE7%2ffWAxjPK1RguyqSrVATm40mJMy%2fHKu9AkAfT0ym64krw%2bktiUallO1HFLWFc8iLo%3d
mailto:office@ajsvictoria.org.au

