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Japanese inspired handmade 
jewellery from Anna 
Japana-  20% off! 

  

Enjoy browsing beautiful handmade jewellery 
using Mizuhiki cords and also gorgeous & 
comfortable masks made by Japanese style 
cotton fabric. Your Christmas gifts will be all 
sorted at Anna Japana shop!  

Simply insert the discount code AJSV20 upon 

checkout at the Anna Japana website, for 20 % 
off your order. This offer is valid until 31st 
December (be sure to order before 15 
December if you want to receive before 
Christmas!)  

Did you know that the Mizuhiki was originated 
from the Japanese gift-giving culture?The 
Mizuhiki is a decorative cord used for tying the 
paper that is wrapped around gifts.  

Anna Japan's workshops details; 13 December 
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Mizuhiki Christmas card workshop: 1pm,3pm 

and 5 pm-   

Mizuhiki earrings workshop:1:30 pm, 3:30pm 

and 5:30 pm-   

There is a pop up store at Eaglemont until the 
end of December if you would like to see her 
amazing amazing products. (open Thu, Fri and 
Sat)  

Hokkaido Sake Fair- 20 % off!   

  

Celebrate your Christmas and New Year with 
delicious sake from Hokkaido! 

Hokkaido sake has a reputation for quality. The 
island’s cold weather means traditionally-aged 
sake matures at a slow pace. The cool 
temperatures also aid in combating spoilage. 
The resulting seishu is often mildly aromatic, 
compact and light with a subdued and dry 
flavour. 

Sakemate has an exclusive offer for AJSV 

members. Mention you are an AJV member and 
you will get 20% off everything on the price 
list. *Minimum order $50 (plus delivery $10). 

Free delivery on all orders over $100. This offer 
is valid until 31st of December.  

Let’s raise your sake glass and enjoy summer 
with family and friends! 

Contact: Akito - 0435 891 318 email: 
akito@sakemate.com.au 
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AJSV Bōnenkai 

  

Come join us and other members to celebrate 2020’s welcome close and Victoria’s reopening with 

AJSVs annual Bōnenkai (忘年会). 

Date and Time: Thursday 17 December 2020 6:00 pm- 8:00 pm 

Venue: BEER DELUXE FED SQUARE 

Open to Members and Non-members. 

Registrations are open until Tuesday 15 December 

We look forward to sharing a great night! 

Register  
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Konshinkai report: A Night in with Yudai Baba 

  

Last night, AJSV members and guests got the opportunity to meet Melbourne United’s new recruit, Yudai 
Baba. 

A rising star in the Japanese national team, Yudai joined Melbourne United for the 2020/21 season from 
the NBA’s Texas Legends. Interviewed by our committee member Mitsuru Takada, Yudai talked of his 
impressions of Melbourne and the NBL and his time playing in the NBA as well as with the Japanese 
national team. Pointing out some of the funnier differences between players in each country, he also 
spoke of the strengths he brings to the team and what has driven him to where he is now. In good news 
for Melbourne United he also spoke of his goal to help the team win this season’s championship. For all 
of you proud Melbournians out there, you’ll be pleased to note, he also confirmed Melbourne’s crown as 
the king of coffee. 

Yudai noted how great it was to be able to connect with his Japanese fan base and is really looking 
forward to seeing everyone come out to support the team during the upcoming season. 

A big thank you goes out to Melbourne United and Yudai for the opportunity and on behalf of everyone 
there on the night, we’re looking forward to seeing the team take home the championship. 

If you’re keen to see Yudai and the rest of Melbourne United in action, the season kicks off on Sunday 
the 10th of January with Melbourne United versus South East Melbourne Phoenix. 

For more details, or to find out more about the rest of Melbourne United’s season, 
see https://www.melbourneutd.com.au/ 

 

Greeting from AJSV president 

I hope this message finds you well and able to venture out a little more these days… 

Bounenkai (忘年会) has a rather more poignant significance this month as we look back on 2020… 

For centuries, Bounenkai parties in Japan have brought people together in December to console one 
another and forget the trials and tribulations of the past year. The very essence of Bounenkai is to get 
together with people you know, and who mean something to you. Not much fun having a Bounenkai on 
your own! 

With the easing of the COVID 19 restrictions, those of us engaged in the relationship with Japan have the 
opportunity to meet up with friends and colleagues again this December and reflect back on what has 
been an exceptionally challenging year. 
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The AJSV will be holding its Bounenkai gathering on December 17, and you are all welcome to attend. 
Please check this Newsletter and the AJSV website for registration details. 

We have had to make quite a few changes at AJSV over the past year to keep up our quality of service to 
members. I am pleased to report that AJSV has risen to the challenge, and there has in fact been some 
enduring silver lining with the COVID 19 cloud. 

We have been quick to adopt online options for our programs and events, some of which are likely to 
continue online after we are again able to bring people together for our more traditional events. The 
AJSV’s business seminars, Konshinkai networking events, and the executive mentoring program have 
thrived through online platforms this year, attracting participants from Japan, Australia and other 
countries. Business seminar themes have ranged from women in leadership in the Australia-Japan 
relationship, collaboration in large scale energy projects, post-merger integration, the challenges of 
‘virtual communication’, and Australia-Japan collaboration in Space programs. We will of course re-start 
other traditional AJSV social events and the student exchange scholarship programs as soon as 
circumstances allow. 

I would like to take this opportunity to especially thank the AJSV family of volunteers who have given so 
much of their time and expertise to the AJSV cause during this difficult year. Each of you have had other 
demands to deal with at work and at home through the COVID 19 restrictions. Yet you have continued to 
make such a valuable contribution to AJSV, enabling us to deliver some really impressive outcomes. 

All AJSV members share a genuine belief in maintaining a strong relationship between Australia and 
Japan, and the rewards and benefits this has to offer. Our collective mission is to foster understanding of 
the importance and value of this relationship. Your membership and participation in our programs is vital 
in helping further this cause. Thank you sincerely for your continued support. 

The COVID 19 situation has impacted all of us, and I wish you every success in your efforts to meet the 
challenges that continue as we emerge from 2020. 

Finally, best wishes to everyone for the Festive Season, and I am looking forward to meeting up again in 
person next year. 

Please keep safe…and stay in touch. 

Ross Ciaravolo 

President 

 

   

   

   

 

1. Virtual Melbourne Japanese 
Summer Festival  

We are very excited to announce that Melbourne 
Japanese Summer Festival will be held online as 
“Virtual Melbourne Japanese Summer Festival” 
on Sunday 28th February 2021! 

Japanese Drum Performances, dances, 
Japanese culture lessons, shop & eat area and 
many other contents will stream live and on 
demand from our website. 

Stay tuned for more details to come!  



Organiser: Japanese Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Melbourne Inc. 

Japanese Society of Melbourne, Inc. 

Learn More  

 

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

2. Studio Ghibli releases 400 free 
images from its best films 

We’ve been waiting patiently for the latest Studio 
Ghibli movie; it’s been about six years since the 
2014 film ‘When Marnie was There’ was 
released. To keep us entertained in the magical 
world of Ghibli, the animation studio recently 
released 400 images from eight movies – 50 
pics for each film – that are completely free to 
download. Although Studio Ghibli gifted us with 
a set of virtual backgrounds in spring for our 
WFH video calls, these new images tell the 
movie’s story instead, almost like a picture book. 

Learn More  

 

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

3. Another Perspective On Daily Life: 
Meet Photographer Tatsuya Tanaka 

According to Matcha-JP article, Tatsuya Tanaka, 
the world's first "miniature" photographer, is 
drawing attention from all over the globe. He is 
the author of Miniature Calendar, a book on 
shooting one photograph a day for more than 
nine years. His works have been exhibited in 
Asian countries, with more than two million 
followers on his Instagram account. His works, 
created with everyday items and foods are sure 
to make the viewer smile. 

His works are completely original, and provide a 
unique view of the world. How does he do it? 

Learn More  
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4. Sake R-Evolution 

On NHK World demand, you can watch two 
episodes of “SAKE R-Evolution”. Through 
Japanese retailers' efforts to apply new 
technologies and the passion of the foreign 
sake-lovers, sake is now becoming a global 
beverage with genuine sake breweries opening 
outside Japan. Once, the true taste of sake 
could only be experienced in Japan, due to its 
complicated brewing method and conditions 
unique to Japan. But that's not true anymore. 
Through Japanese retailers' efforts to apply new 
technologies and the passion of the foreign 
sake-lovers, sake is now becoming a global 
beverage. Visiting Africa, Europe and America to 
witness sake's skyrocketing popularity and the 
devotion behind the opening of genuine sake 
breweries outside Japan.  

Learn More  

 

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

5. Rediscovering Japanese Cuisine 

Tracing the footsteps of Edo through Tokyo’s 
Food Nippon by Google Arts & Culture. “Food 
Nippon”, an event that takes place at the 

restaurant Higashiyama Tokyo in Meguro, that 
aims to rediscover the cuisine of Japan. Food 
Nippon digs deep into the cuisine of each 
Japanese region that has been passed down for 
generations, and create a space rich with 
opportunities for new culinary experiences. In 
this article, you will learn the history of Edo 
cuisine as well as how Higashiyama Tokyo 
reinterpreted it that lives on today. 
 

   

  

Lift up your spirit: Buddha's saying # 9 
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Over 2,500 years ago, Shakyamuni Buddha realised the origin of the sufferings of this world and revealed 
the path to go beyond them. 

Shakyamuni Buddha taught that we should not turn our eyes away from various doubts and sufferings in 
our daily life. Rather, we should look enlightenment. This is called Buddhism which has spread all over 
Japan. 

Buddhism is one of the two main religions in Japan. It was introduced to the archipelago from the fifth 
century AD, and developed considerably over the centuries, until becoming a major part of Japanese 
society. Today, it coexists in Japan alongside Shintoism - an animist religion - and has different schools 
born of various currents over time. 

We will be introducing one of Buddha’s sayings that resonate at this age. You will feel as if you open the 
new door of your life by knowing the essence of his teachings and practice them. 

Today’s saying of Buddha; 

“Happiness will never come to those who fail to appreciate what they already have.” 

One of the biggest reasons for feeling unhappy or sad is that we don’t count our blessings when we wake 
up every day. Rather, we focus on the things we lack and believe that our happiness is solely dependent 
on achieving the next big thing. 

We have so many examples in life to prove that the happiness from every next physical thing in only 
short-lived. The moment we get what we are looking for, we again start looking at something bigger than 
that. If you are consistently focusing on lack in your life, it will create a never fulfilling mental loop. One 
shouldn’t make his or her happiness solely dependent on the achievement of the materialistic goals. If 
you are healthy, have a place to stay, can have meals to eat and have your family or someone who cares 
for you and you care for them, you are already better off than substantial population. Your gratitude has a 
positive impact on your future too. Because “What you appreciate, appreciates” 

Did you know? 

In Japan, a visit to a temple or shrine to show gratitude for the completion of the prayer is called “Orei-
Mairi.” Especially common practice for a family after the safe delivery of a newborn baby, recovering from 
illness or passing school entrance exams. As well as being grateful and appreciative to your deity and the 
people who supported, also promising that you will continue with your efforts. It is said that you shouldn’t 
make another new wish when you go to “Orei-Mairi” as this visit should be purely for showing gratitude.  

It is believed also that you should go back to a temple or shrine even if your wish didn’t come true. This is 
not for blaming anyone or yourself for what’s happened but visiting for reflection. You may make another 
wish this time and start your endeavours again. “Orei-Mairi”, in a way, marks the start of a new phase of 
your life. 

 



 Christmas illuminations in Japan 

  

Winter illuminations around Christmas and New Year have become a popular attraction in cities across 

Japan. Illuminations are typically displayed between November and December, but some run longer, 
starting as early as October and running until Valentine's Day or even into spring. Among Japan's first 
and most spectacular light shows is Kobe's Luminarie, an Italian designed light festival which was first 
held as a memorial to the victims of the disastrous Kobe earthquake in 1995. Sadly, this year’s Kobe 
Luminarie has been cancelled to prevent COVID spreads as it would normally attract many people. (total 
over 3,500K people have visited in December 2019), but they are still quite a lot of places you could visit 
to feel like Christmas. 

If you want to see bigger scale of winter illuminations, there are many outside of Tokyo illumination 
events held with vast fields and more LED lights. We cannot be there physically as yet, but you can view 
some of the beautiful lightings images and videos from here to feel like a winter Christmas!  
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Australia-Japan Society of Victoria Inc.  
PO Box 2128, Forest Hill, VIC 3131  T: +61 3 9028 2001  E: office@ajsvictoria.org.au 
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