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1. Utsuwa - Japanese Objects for 
Everyday Use (By Kylie Johnson 

&Tiffany Johnson) – a newly 
published book giveaway!  

  

AJSV art and travel lovers' perfect book has just 
been published! 

Japanese craft has long been revered for its 
quality and beauty, and skilled craftwork remains 
an important part of Japanese life. This book 
takes us behind the scenes into the private 
studios of some of Japan’s most exciting 
artisans to reveal stories of material, method, 
place and culture. It guides us through quiet 
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galleries and colourful marketplaces, where the 
provenance of a piece is central to its story. 

Utsuwa is a love letter to the makers and sellers, 
and to all those who share the Japanese 
reverence for tradition and beauty. Please click 
here for more information 

  

*To be in the draw to win this beautiful book, 
please send your full name to Events by email 

with "Utsuwa" as subject. 

Entries close at 12 pm, Tuesday 20 April, 2021. 
Winner will be contacted by AJSV on the same 
day. 

Kami Paper-10% discount code 

  

Kami Paper says, “Paper has always had an 
intimate relationship with people. For those who 
enjoy this medium, Kami is a treasure trove full 
of exquisite paper, hand-bound albums, journals, 
notebooks, unique gift cards, and fine Italian 
stationery sourced from around the world." 

The majority of their paper products are sourced 
from Fair Trade companies in Nepal and from 
Japanese family run artisans creating 
traditionally designed Japanese papers. The 
Nepalese papers are made from the Lokta bush 
which is trimmed and continues to grow 
therefore not using any trees in the manufacture. 

At Kami Paper, you can explore so many 

beautiful products. AJSV members will receive a 
10% discount for all of their papers!  

All you have to do is to type in the code : 

"AJSV" at checkout to have your discount 

applied to your order.  
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April Konshinkai 

  

Date and Time: Thursday 15 April 5:30 pm- 9 pm 

Venue: Robot Bar (upstairs), 12 Bligh Place, Melbourne 

That’s right folks, we’re making the most of the warm weather and getting together for another 
Konshinkai! 

AJSV Members & Non-Members Welcome 

Attendance is free with drinks available for purchase from the bar 

 

AJSV Annual General Meeting  

The 57th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Australia Japan Society of Victoria Inc 

Monday 12th April 2021 – 5.30pm (to be held virtually) 

The 57th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Australia Japan Society of Victoria Inc will be held 
virtually (phone & video options) at 5.30pm. 

Please click HERE or see the attached files to obtain the AGM Notice, Agenda and Attendance, 

Nomination and Proxy application. 

Please return by email to events@ajsvictoria.org.au by Tuesday 6th April 2021. 

Details and link for virtual meeting will be emailed to those who register their attendance by completing & 
returning the attached AGM Attendance Form, prior to the AGM. 

If you have any queries, please contact the AJSV office by email. 
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The Minutes of the 56th AGM held on 4th May 2020 are attached below for your consideration. 

AGENDA and Notice of AGM 2021.pdf 

AJSV 56th AGM Minutes 4 May 2020.pdf 

Japan-Australia M&A: 2020 Review and Future Trends  

Herbert Smith Freehills’s fourth annual review of Japan-Australia M&A transactions and prevailing the 
trends driving cross-border investment. 

“Our review reveals a positive story for the Japan-Australia investment relationship. While the COVID-19 
pandemic had an impact on Japanese investment in Australia in 2020, resulting in lower overall deal 
count and value compared to the previous three years, it did not redefine the underlying trade and 
investment relationship. The exciting news is that sector diversification has continued – hydrogen, 
renewable energy and ESG being a defining trends – and Japanese companies are becoming 
increasingly sophisticated in both the way they invest and implement post-merger integration. We expect 
the relationship to further strengthen in the next 18-24 months, with 2021 already enjoying an active 
start.” 

Learn more  

 

 

   

   

   

 

1. Hanko Japanese Seal Carving 
Workshop 

Date and Time: Saturday 24 April 2pm – 4pm  

Venue: Kami Paper 375 Fitzroy Street, Fitzroy  

Junko Azukawa's Japanese Seal Carving 
Workshop 

In Japan, it is traditional practice to use an inka -
- colloquially called a hanko -- instead of a 
signature for formalizing important documents. A 
Hanko seal is typically made of stone, wood or 
ivory and serves as proof or certification when 
pressed on a vessel, utensil, painting, document 
or letter. Seals have enjoyed development and 
usage in both Eastern and Western cultures, but 
it was introduced into Japan along with a variety 
of Chinese cultures through Japanese envoys in 
the Asuka Period. 

In this workshop participants will design and 
carve and take home their own Hanko seals! 

One blank carving seal stone is included in the 
cost of the workshop. 
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Learn More  

 

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

2. Paint and Sip Class: Cherry 
Blossoms 

Date and Time: Tuesday, 13 April  6:45 pm – 

8:45 pm 

Venue: Ladder Art Space -81 Denmark St, Kew 

Victoria 

During this class, you will be painting the vibrant 
pink cherry blossoms in Japan with a gorgeous 
backdrop of magnificent Mount Fuji. Even 
though travel is currently restricted, that doesn't 
mean you can't bring the beauty of Japan's 
spring season to your home with your own 
painting to be proud of! 

At the end of the class, you will take home your 
own finished artwork on a 30×40 stretched 
canvas, to hang up at home or gift to a loved 
one. 

Learn More  
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3. Melbourne International Comedy 
Festival- Takashi Wakasugi Farm 

Backpacker 

Japan's quickest comedy export, Takashi 
Wakasugi returns to Melbourne with his brand-
new show after a sold out season at the 2019 
Melbourne International Comedy Festival. 

Date and Time: 25 March- 18 April 5pm, 6pm.  

Venue: Trades Hall - The Meeting Room 54 

Victoria St, Carlton 

A typical Japanese boy, Takashi came to 
Australia on a working holiday visa and had a 
wonderful time. Did you know, if you are on that 
visa and spend three months doing farm work, 
you can get a one year extension? Takashi did 
that. For three months, Takashi worked on a 
countryside farm with a (not) racist farmer and 
stayed at a (very) dirty backpacker hostel with 
crazy backpackers. Takashi had a great time 
and the worst time there. 

Learn More  

 

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

4. Wagashi lovers- exploring a sweet 
journey with MinneSweets  

MinnieSweets is all about bringing the joy of 
authentic Japanese confectionery (wagashi) to 
Melbourne. Almost too pretty to eat! All of their 
products are vegan and gluten free. Please get 
in touch for any enquiries including special 
orders and catering for events. 

You can also view how to make Nerikiri design, 
super easy to make Warabi-Mochi recipe and 
much much more on their site.  

Enjoy exploring a sweet journey to an often 
overlooked but wonderful part of Japanese 
cuisine!  

Learn More  
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5. Hanami at home with soothing 
cherry blossom videos 

It’s officially sakura season in Japan, but 
unfortunately it’s almost impossible to enjoy the 
fleeting cherry blossoms in person this year if 
you're not already in the country. 

While it is very difficult to physically be there at 
the moment, we can still feel like we are 
surrounded by beautiful sakura trees! 

This Drone video of cherry blossoms across 

Japan is shot using drones for an optimal aerial 
view of some of Japan’s top cherry blossom 
spots. Chances are, you've never seen sakura 
like this before: if you think the pink blooms are 
gorgeous up close, wait till you see it from high 
above – it will take your breath away. 

30 of the best cherry blossom spots in Kyoto 

This hour-long video is a compilation of 30 of 
Kyoto’s best sakura spots. Many of the scenes 
are shot to feel as if you are walking through the 
city in person. 
 

   

  

April in INREKI:"Uzuki "  

  

Traditional Japanese name for this month in INREKI 

Japan is said to have drawn up its first calendar in 604, based on techniques developed in China and 
brought to its islands via the Korean Peninsula. Over the subsequent centuries, seasonal events and 
observances have filled out the traditional record of the year. Months in the former lunar calendar started 
when it was a new moon, while a full moon marked their midway point. The old Japanese calendar based 

on lunar cycle was called the 旧暦  kyūreki or 陰暦 inreki. Although Japan adopted the standard 

Gregorian calendar in 1873, many aspects of its former calendar are still in use today. Interestingly, the 
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names given to each month have significant meaning associated with the characteristic of that particular 
month. What is the INREKI name in April? 

April: UZUKI 卯月 

Kanji for the month of April “卯” is said to come from “卯の花” (U-no-Hana), a symbolic white flower that 

blooms in spring. Another theory supports the idea that “卯” was originally “植”, which has the same 

sound. “植” refers to rice planning, which is carried out every spring throughout Japan. Also, “U” from 

Uzuki pronounces the same as “to be born” and “to produce something” which explains the beginning of 
their rice production. 

To the Japanese, April is a special month always related to the start of something new in our life: entering 
a school or working for the first time. For private companies and public offices, the month marks the start 
of their financial years. 

During April when starting something new, people gather around cherry blossom trees with family and 
friends to enjoy delicious drinks and food under the beautiful pink trees, often with the petals gently 
snowing from the branches when in full bloom. These events are called “Hanami”, sakura (cherry 
blossom) viewing. 

Hanami’s century-old roots reach deeply into Japanese history. The custom can be traced back to the 
Nara period (710 ~ 794), even though people back then admired ume, a plant species related to both the 
plum and the apricot. Like many things, the practice of flower viewing was inspired by the Chinese Tang 
Dynasty. What sakura is for the Japanese culture, ume is for the Chinese, leaving its beautiful traces in 
poetry, philosophy, and literature. Once the custom of admiring flowers in full bloom had settled in Japan, 
however, the uniqueness of sakura was noticed rather quickly. 

What sets sakura apart from a blossoming ume or wisteria tree? The answer lies in the petals’ brief 
lifespan – shortly after the flowers have fully developed, the wind starts whisking them away. Sitting 
under a sakura tree, it is impossible not to be reminded of the brevity of its splendor. The passing of time 
is what defines the sakura philosophy. The small, fair petals are not only a beautiful natural spectacle but 
a metaphor for life itself. This acceptance of the nature of things is what defines the philosophy behind 
sakura. 

 

 Seeking symbols: Treasured animals in Japan 

  

Those who visit Japan often comment on its seamless partnering of the traditional with the new - and this 
is certainly true of their cultural belief in animals for luck and fortune. Japan, being big on animist belief, 



has honoured significant animals in sculptures, artwork and folklore for centuries and carries on to the 
present day. 

#3: Rabbit  

The rabbit is a symbol of luck and advancement, as they move forward and don’t step back. The rabbit is 
also a symbol of Spring. The rabbit as popular motif has been used on various items such as kimono, obi, 
table ware, etc. 

The Japanese believe that the craters on the moon form the shape of a rabbit pounding mochi (rice 
cake). This comes from a well known folktale about ‘Otsukimi’ and the rabbit on the moon. The tale is 
about a man on the moon who came down to Earth disguised as a beggar. He met a Fox, a Monkey, and 
a Rabbit and asked for some food. The Fox brought him fish from a stream, and the Monkey brought fruit 
from the trees, but the Rabbit could only offer grass. Therefore, he told the beggar to build a fire, and 
when it was built, jumped into the flames to offer himself to the Man.  

The Rabbit's generosity amazed the man, and the beggar transformed back into the Man on the Moon 
and pulled the Rabbit from the fire. To honour the Rabbit's kindness, the Man on the Moon brought the 
Rabbit back to the moon to live with him. Now, if you look at the full moon, you can see the shape of the 
Rabbit pounding mochi. This classic folktale is told around the time of the harvest moon. 
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Australia-Japan Society of Victoria Inc.  

PO Box 2128, Forest Hill, VIC 3131  T: +61 3 9028 2001  E: office@ajsvictoria.org.au 
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