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Welcome to the Australia Japan 

Society of Victoria (AJSV). 

Since its inception in 1963 the AJSV 

has actively fostered engagement 

between the Victorian community 

and Japan, bringing together people 

from all walks of life in business, 

government, education and the arts. 

The relationship between our two 

nations has flourished since that 

time. Australia and Japan partner 

closely in regional policy matters, 

have strong economic ties, enjoy 

thriving two-way tourism and a 

wealth of educational and cultural 

exchanges.

The Japan Australia Economic 

Partnership Agreement has brought 

greater opportunities for Australian 

and Japanese businesses in trade 

and investment, and the upcoming 

2020 Summer Olympic Games 

in Tokyo are already providing 

opportunities for further growth and 

engagement.

At AJSV our members share a 

genuine belief in the importance of 

the Australia-Japan relationship and 

the rewards and benefits it has to 

offer. Membership of AJSV is about 

bringing together people to help 

strengthen this engagement and 

deepen the understanding between 

Australia and Japan. 

Participation is key to this, and the 

AJSV offers unique opportunities to 

network, forge new partnerships, 

and raise awareness of your 

organisation and its involvement in 

the Australia-Japan relationship. 

Through an exciting and expanding 

program of networking events, 

seminars, cultural activities, 

exchange programs and 

publications, AJSV provides 

members and their guests with the 

opportunity to engage in all facets 

of the Australia-Japan relationship. 

We warmly invite you to become 

a member of AJSV and be part 

of this program – and help build 

an even stronger Australia-Japan 

relationship.

MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT
Invitation to join the  
Australia Japan Society of Victoria ROSS CIARAVOLO

President 
Australia Japan Society of Victoria
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REGULAR EVENTS

SCHOLARSHIPS 
Several of AJSV’s corporate 

members generously sponsor 

scholarships to support school 

children to visit Japan who 

would otherwise not have the 

opportunity. This is a rewarding 

experience for the students and 

sponsors and is a proud part of 

AJSV’s activities. 

AJSV has also been involved 

in the Asia Pacific Children’s 

Convention supporting primary 

school students to experience 

a multicultural celebration of 

regional peace, and a family 

home-stay in Fukuoka Japan. 

The APCC is now approaching 

its 30th anniversary, and 

remains an exemplary grass-

roots program furthering the 

Australia-Japan cause in the 

region. 

LANGUAGE EXCHANGE 
AJSV’s partnership with 

Language Connection provides 

AJSV members with access to 

a safe and relaxed environment 

to practice Japanese and 

English every Thursday and 

Saturday at a discounted price. 

CULTURAL EVENTS 
Art, sport and food are critical 

elements of the Australia-

Japan relationship. The AJSV 

has a number of enjoyable 

activities throughout the year 

for members and guests. 

AJSV also participates in a 

number of community cultural 

events including the Japanese 

Summer Festival held each 

year in February, and the Box 

Hill Japan Festival each year in 

May.

Participation is the means 

by which we achieve deeper 

understanding, new friendships 

and stronger partnerships.  

Join AJSV and join in!



6 / AUSTRALIA JAPAN SOCIETY OF VICTORIA

WELCOME TO SOME OF 
AJSV’S REGULAR EVENTS

SPRING GALA DINNER 
The annual Spring Gala 

Dinner has become a real 

highlight of the Australia-Japan 

events calendar in Victoria, 

and a prestigious occasion 

to celebrate the strong 

relationship between Australia 

and Japan. 

It is a formal event that 

each year attracts over 

200 guests including high 

profile representatives from 

government, business, 

education and cultural 

institutions active in the 

Australia-Japan relationship, 

and distinguished inspirational 

speakers from this community.

BUSINESS NETWORKING 
Konshinkai is AJSV’s regular 

business networking program 

bringing together like-

minded professionals and 

guests to share experiences 

and forge connections in a 

relaxed informal environment. 

Konshinkai is often conducted 

at a special venue with 

entertaining themes from 

both cultures - such as Sake 

appreciation,  Beer and Cheese 

nights, and Izakaya nights.

The Annual Corporate Golf 
Day is another regular feature 

on the Australia-Japan social 

calendar. The competition 

and camaraderie is eagerly 

anticipated. The day is 

well attended by Australian 

and Japanese company 

representatives

BUSINESS BRIEFINGS & 
SEMINARS 
In conjunction with its 

corporate members AJSV holds 

a number of topical business 

briefings to provide insights 

into doing business in both 

countries. Topics have included 

Women in Australia-Japan 
Business, Risk Management, 
Opportunities Arising from Trade 
Agreements, and Developments 
in Law on Tax and Competition. 
AJSV Corporate Members are 

encouraged to attend these 

events and often co-host 

an event to showcase their 

expertise.
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MISSION
The AJSV promotes a deeper mutual 

understanding and strong enduring 

relationships between Australia and 

Japan in business, education and 

cultural exchange, with particular 

focus on organisations and 

communities in Victoria. 

Our programs aim to help learn 

from and celebrate the friendship 

between our nations, the stability 

and peace that this brings, and 

to foster economic prosperity 

and cultural enrichment of 

our communities through this 

engagement.

ABOUT US
The AJSV is a non-political, not-for-

profit organisation. 

We are privileged to have the 

support of two distinguished 

Patrons – the Governor of Victoria 

and the Consul General of Japan to 

Melbourne.

Our Society depends upon the 

on-going generous support of 

companies, individuals and other 

organisations for its programs and 

activities. The long record of broad-

based membership and participation 

in AJSV programs and events 

stands as testimony to the AJSV’s 

commitment to forging a strong 

bond between Australia and Japan.
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MEMBERSHIP
The current Membership of AJSV includes organisations and individuals from 

all walks of life involved in the rich diversity of the Australia-Japan relationship. 

We rely on the generous contributions of members and sponsors to provide 

programs that encourage mutual understanding, promote active engagement, 

and deepen connections between Australia and Japan. Our programs and 

events encourage interaction, knowledge sharing and friendship amongst our 

members as well as the broader community. 

MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS

LARGE ENTERPRISE 
MEMBERSHIP

$500

SMALL ENTERPRISE 
MEMBERSHIP

$170

MEDIUM ENTERPRISE 
MEMBERSHIP

$300

EDUCATION 
OR CULTURAL 
INSTITUTION

$100
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MEMBER BENEFITS

EXCLUSIVE NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES
• Regular ‘Konshinkai’ business networking events 

• Discounts for your staff to attend AJSV events 

• Closer engagement with the Australia-Japan community

INCREASED BRAND AWARENESS
• Acknowledgment on AJSV website and social media

• Opportunities to promote your product or service at  
AJSV events and to AJSV members

CONTRIBUTING TO THE COMMUNITY 
AND  EDUCATION
• Opportunity to work with AJSV to host, sponsor or 

facilitate events or programs that contribute to a  
stronger Australia-Japan relationship

• Signals your organisation’s commitment to supporting 
grass roots connections through education and  
cultural activities

ACCESS TO INFORMATION, ADVICE AND SUPPORT
• Assistance with questions or enquiries on any  

Australia-Japan matter

• Access to Australia-Japan experience and expertise  

• Regular E-Newsletter and Bulletins containing current 
events, special offers and up to date news and information.

• Regular business briefing sessions

MEMBER ONLY SPECIAL OFFERS
• Priority booking for special events

• Discounts and giveaways available through the 
E-Newsletter for entertainment, sporting events,  
products and services
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